Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  Missions 
March  3-10,  1991 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  Goal:  S41.000.000| 

,\llSSI()NS-(ilVIN(l  PtOPLL  HOPE 


Enlistment  underway  for 
pre-cofivention  projects 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Volunteer  enlist¬ 
ment  is  underway  for  several 
evangelism,  church  starting,  and 
ministry  projects  slated  to  be  done  in 
Atlanta  priw  to  the  June  4-6  annual 
meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

The  projects  are  all  part  of 
Oossover  Atlanta,  a  convention-wide 
effort  initiated  by  SBC  President  Mw- 
ris  Chapman.  This  was  first  introduc¬ 
ed  in  New  Orleans  last  year  as  a  cme- 
day  Soul  Winning  Encounter  but  has 
bera  expanded. 

The  basic  element  of  Crossover 
Atlanta  is  three  days  of  door-to-door 
witnessing  in  eight  metropolitan 
Atlanta  associations.  Additional  pro¬ 
jects  include  a  one-day  Soul  Winning 
Encounter,  construction  of  four  to 
seven  churdt  buildings  during  a  three- 
wedc  period  and  a  telemarking  pro¬ 
ject  the  week  of  the  convention  to  start 
a  new  church. 


Teams  from  1,000  churches 
are  expected  .... 


For  the  main  evangelistic  blitz, 
churches  from  outside  the  Atlanta 
area  will  team  up  with  churches  in¬ 
side  the  Atlanta  area. 

Teams  from  1,(XX)  churches  nation¬ 
wide  are  expecti  to  join  teams  from 
100  Atlanta-area  churches  in  door-to- 
door  witnessing.  The  Home  Mission 
Board  has  designed  an  evangelistic 
tract  especially  for  the  Atlanta 
prp^t. 

Ihe  three-day  project  wiU  begin 
Wednesday  ni^t.  May  29,  with  laumh 
services  in  Atumta-area  churches  and 
conclude  with  Sunday  morning  ser¬ 
vices  June  2.  New  converts  be 
referred  to  local  churches  for  these 
Sunday  services. 

Additionally,  a  Crossover  Atlanta 


rally  will  be  hdld  at  Baptist  Ihber- 
nacle  in  downtown  Atlanta  Friday 
night.  May  31.  Speakers  will  be 
Richard  Jackson,  pastor  of  North 
Phoenix  diurch  in  Fmoenix,  Ariz.,  and 
Darrell  Gilyard,  pastor  of  Victory 
Church  in  Richardson,  Texas. 

The  one-day  Soul  Winning  En¬ 
counter  is  scheduled  for  Saturday, 
June  1,  from  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  It  wUl 
also  include  door-to-door  witnessing 
and  wiU  be  similar  to  pre-convention 
projects  in  Las  Vegas,  Nev.,  and  New 
Orleans. 

Construction  projects  will  begin  the 
week  before  the  convention  and  con¬ 
clude  the  week  after  the  convention. 
As  many  as  seven  church  buildings 
will  be  constructed  across  the 
metropolitan  Atlanta  area. 

llie  telemarketing  project  will  be 
done  from  a  specially  rauipped  room 
at  the  convention  site  Truee  hundred 
volunteers  are  needed  to  give  one  hour 
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Hope  flickers  in  Lebanon; 
measure  of  peace  returns 


for  the  new  church. 

Churches  desiring  to  participate  in 
the  three-day  evangelistic  partnoship 
should  send  a  letter  of  commitment  to 
Bobby  Sunderland,  Crossover  Atlan¬ 
ta  cowdinator.  Home  Mission  Board, 
1350  SfHnng  St.  NW,  Atlanta,  GA 
30367-5601.  DeadUne  is  April  30. 

Individuals  desiring  to  participate 
in  the  one-day  Soul  Winning  En¬ 
counter  should  contact  Howard 
Ramsey,  HMB  director  of  personal 
evangelism,  at  the  same  address  or 
call  (404)  896-7180. 

Individuals  or  churches  desiring  to 
participate  in  construction  projects 
should  contact  Elmer  Goble,  HMB 
associate  director  of  short-term 
volunteers,  at  the  same  address  or 
caU  1-800-HMB-VOLS. 

Volunteers  for  the  telemarketing 
project  should  write  Sid  Hopkins, 
Gwinnett  Metro  Baptist  Association, 
1648  Highway  29,  Lawrenceville,  GA 
30244. 


LARNACA,  Cyprus  (BP)  —  A 
fragile  peace  has  settled  over 
Lebanon,  and  prospects  for  Christian 
ministry  have  risen. 

Life  remains  difficult  and  big  prob¬ 
lems  persist,  but  Baptist  schools  are 
well-attended,  orders  for  evangelical 
literature  are  up  and  some  churches 
report  growth,  according  to  observers 
arriving  in  Cyprus.  Most  important, 
some  say  interest  in  the  gos^l  is  on 
the  rise  among  war-weary  Lebanese. 

As  world  attention  has  focused  on 
the  Gulf  conflict,  Lebanon  almost  has 
been  forgotten.  Lebanese  Baptists 
who  recently  visited  (Cyprus  reported 
many  Lebanese  laughed  as  they 
watched  televised  reports  showing 
Israelis  and  Saudis  scrambling  to 
safety  during  Iraqi  missile  attacks. 

The  Lebanese  have  endured  similar 
violence  for  15  years.  Thousands  of  ar¬ 
tillery  shells  have  pounded  much  of 
Beirut  to  rubble.  A  few  Scud  missiles 
sound  like  nothing  to  thenft,  said  one 
observer. 

“I  couldn’t  see  much  concern  about 
the  Gulf  situation  there,”  he  said.  Bit¬ 
ter  civil  war  has  continued  in  Lebanmi 
since  1975;  its  ongoing  death  totals 
have  long  since  slipped  to  the  inside 
pages  of  most  U.S.  newspapers. 

But  now  there’s  a  change  amid 
Beirut’s  maze  of  barriers  and  bullets. 
Electricity  is  being  restored  to  some, 
traffic  is  flowing  again  and  shrapnel- 
scarred  stores  are  open.  Fuel  is 
available  for  cars,  heating,  and 
cooking. 

Land  mines  and  barriers  along  the 
nine-mile  “green  line”  dividing  main¬ 
ly  Christian  East  Beirut  from  main¬ 
ly  Muslim  West  Beirut  are  being 
cleared  away. 

‘The  shelves  are  full  in  department 
stores,  if  you  have  money,”  said  one 
Beirut  resident.  “They’re  trying  to 
repair  telep^ne  lines,  water  lines, 
basic  necessities,  but  it  will  take  time 

“There’s  freedom  to  worship  and 
witness,”  he  continued.  “There’s  no 
problem  with  that.  You  can  worship. 


By  Mike  Cresweii 

you  can  preach,  and  you  can  teach 
anyone.”  But  he  added  that  an  effort 
to  preach  the  gospel  in  Muslim  areas 
likely  would  produce  a  severe 
backlash  from  Muslim  fundamen¬ 
talist  groups. 

A  measure  of  peace  began  to  return 
to  Beirut  last  October  with  the  defeat 
of  Gen.  Michel  Aoun.  Some  40,000 
Syrian  troops  joined  with  Lebanese 
troops  to  overwhelm  Aoun,  ending  his 
11-month  opposition  to  the  Lebanese 
government. 

Aoun’s  troops,  mostly  Christian 
members  of  the  Lebanese  national  ar¬ 
my,  surrendered.  The  Christian 
militia,  known  as  the  Lebanese 
Forces,  withdrew  to  the  mountains. 
Many  Lebanese  fear  they  could 
return,  as  militia  groups  often  have 
done  in  the  past.  Many  also  worryt. 
about  the  continuing  Syrian  pres«ice, 
fearing  the  country  may  be  divided 
between  Syria  and  Israel.  Press 
reports  say  Syria  now  must  approve 
all  political  appointments  in  Leranon. 

lliirteen  students  are  enrolled  at 
the  Baptist  seminary,  an  increase 
over  last  year.  Almost  1,000  students 
are  enrolled  at  Beirut  Baptist  School. 

In  February  Southern  E^ptist 
workersare  marking  the  fourth  year 
they  have  been  banned  from  living  in 
Letonon  by  U.S.  government  order. 
They  continue  to  monitor  the  work 
fixMn  their  base  in  (Cyprus.  Baptists  in 
Lebanon  make  frequent  trips  to 
Cyprus  to  coordinate  ministries. 

Sports  on  ministry  are  more 
promising  than  any  time  during  the 
past  two  years.  In  southern  Lebanon, 
Marjayoun  Baptist  Church  led  by 
pastor  Pierre  Francis  continues  to 
grow  amid  persecution  from  tradi¬ 
tional  churches.  Francis  baptized  25 
people  last  summer  and  continues  to 
baptize  new  converts  in  public 
ceremonies  in  the  Litani  River,  which 
usually  attract  large  crowds. 

The  Mansourieh  Baptist  (Jhurch 
sent  a  check  for  $170  to  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists’  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering 


for  foreign  missions  in  January  —  a 
300  percent  increase  over  last  year. 

Baptist  Publications,  based  in 
Beirut,  had  almost  no  sales  during  the 
last  year  of  fighting.  Southern  Baptist 
worker  Frances  Fuller  said.  Now 
several  full-time  sales  agents  are  on 
the  road  and  returning  with  orders. 

Evangelical  materials  are  being 
placed  in  Maronite  Catholic 
bookstores  and  even  Catholic  and  Or¬ 
thodox  parochial  schools  —  a 
response  not  due  strictly  to  the  ex¬ 
cellence  of  the  materials.  Baptist 
workers  say. 

Many  Maronite  Catholics  reported¬ 
ly  have  become  disillusioned  with 
their  church  and  its  leaders  because 
of  their  political  entanglements. 

“There’s  a  lot  of  spiritual  hunger,  a 
lot  of  questions,”  said  a  Lebanese 
worker.  “They’re  eager.  Even  some 
priests  are  more  open  to  the  gospel 
message  and  some  of  these  spiritual- 
minded  ones  are  leading  the  move¬ 
ment.” 

Despite  such  heartening  responses, 
Christians  in  Beirut  must  still  strug¬ 
gle  just  to  live,  much  less  minister. 
Uving  conditions  continue  to  be  bad. 
Starting  salaries  average  only  about 
$45  per  month,  yet  a  10-liter  tank  of 
gas  for  heating  and  cooking  costs  $10. 

Continued  presence  of  Syrian  tnx^ 
also  keeps  people  on  edge.  A  soldier 
threatened  a  friend  of  a  young  Bap¬ 
tist  accountant  with  death  if  he  did  not 
turn  over  his  flashlight.  “I  can  shoot 
^  and  nobody  will  say  anything,”  he 
bragged. 

Despite  such  difficulties,  Lebanese 
Baptist  workers  say  they  believe  that 
as  long  as  bombs  are  not  falling,  they 
must  work  hard  and  fast  to  share 
Christ  with  their  troubled  country. 

It  seems  that  15  years  of  war  have 
provided  Lebanese  Baptists  with  the 
kind  of  determination  needed  to  share 
Christ  in  the  Middle  East  of  tomorrow. 

Cresweii  writes  for  FMB. 


The  thinking  fellow  gets  a  tract 


Claude  A.  Frazier  is  a  medical  doc¬ 
tor  in  Asheville,  N.C.  While  attending 
a  medical  meeting  in  Chicago,  Ill. 
seven^  years  ago,  and  while  ^tting 
into  a  cab,  Frazier  noticed  a  Bible  on 
the  front  seat.  He  asked  the  driver  his 
name  “Louis  Pugh.  Why  do  you  ask?” 
he  responded. 

Frazier  said,  “I  felt  God  just  led  me 
to  place  Scripture  in  the  back  seat  of 
all  taxi  cabs.”  He  had  no  idea  how  to 
go  about  doing  it. 

After  one  year  of  much  prayer  and 
many  conversations  with  the 
American  Bible  Society,  he  arrived  at 
a  plan  to  begin  this  mission  project. 
A  committed  volunteer  would  be  the 
coordinator  of  the  project.  He  would 
have  volunteers  in  m  church  contact 


the  managers  of  local  cab  companies 
to  receive  permission  to  place  Scrip¬ 
ture  material  in  the  cabs.  Thc^ 


!  church  contact 


volunteers  within  the  church  would 
distribute  the  Scripture  material  to 


the  cabs.  The  women  of  the  church 
would  make  the  cloth  aprons  which 
hold  the  materials. 

About  1,500  tracts  a  month  are  pick¬ 
ed  up  by  people  in  the  back  seats  of 
Atlanta’s  cabs.  But  getting  (Christian 
literature  into  taxis  was  not  easy  for 
members  of  First  Church,  Atlanta. 
There  were  many  rejections  before 
tl^  decided  to  go  to  the  drivers  at  the 
airport,  where  dozens  of  cabs  line  up 
waiting  for  fares. 

The  Home  Mission  Board,  the 
American  Bible  Society,  and  Woman’s 
Missionary  Union  have  expressed  an 
interest  in  this  ministry.  Frazier  ad¬ 
dressed  the  Brotherhood  Commission 
about  the  missionary  effort  at  their 
February  meeting. 


Guy  Henderson 
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It  makes  me  proud 


Fbr  the  fourth  time  since  1965,  we 
have  sent  out  foreign  missionaries 
from  the  staff  employed  at  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Building.  Marjean  Patterson, 
WMU  director,  made  this  observation 
recently  as  Alvin  and  Mai^  Doyle 
were  commissioned  for  missionary 
work  in  Nigeria. 

Dianne  Smith  felt  God’s  leadership 
to  leave  her  work  as  Acteen  consultant 
in  the  WMU  department  and  go  to  the 
Ivory  Coast  to  work  in  our  churches 
there.  A  few  months  later,  Llcyd 
Lunceford,  who  had  helped  hundred 
of  student  summer  missionaries  go  to 
a  mission  field,  was  caUed  of  the  Lord 
to  go  to  Taiwan.  Then  Shirley 
Oglesbee  Powell,  moved  of  God, 
transferred  from  teaching  children  in 
Mississippi  to  teaching  in  Jordan. 


Mary  Doyle  worked  in  the  business 
office  Her  husband  was  pashn*  of  the 
church  in  Puckett.  The  bad  been 
working  for  a  number  of  ye^  in  their 
lives  to  bring  them  to  appointmoit  as 
missonaries  to  NiKria.  They  will  be 
leaving  in  March  for  orientation  and 
then  on  to  West  Africa.  Alvin  spoke  of 
their  years  of  service  at  Puckett 
declaring  “we  have  learned  to  love 
one  another”  and  “the  main  thing  we 
need  is  prayer.”  Their  son  Dwayne,  a 
student  at  Mississi(^i  College,  spoke 
of  the  mixed  emotions  in  his  life. 
“They  love  me,  but  they  love  God 
m(H%.  I’m  glad  they  are  going  to  serve 
him.” 

It  made  me  feel  good  and  brought 
back  memories  of  packing  crates, 
electrical  transformers,  kerosene 


refrigerators,  good-byes  to  loved  ones, 
leaving  yoim  childrai,  learning  to  love 
a  new  family,  and  the  unexiriainable 
excitement  that  fills  your  soul. 

I  was  proud,  too,  of  the  spiritual  at- 
mos^re  of  churches  where  the  call 
can  be  heard.  The  spiritual  nurture 
and  missionary  education  across  our 
state  opens  visions  of  a  world  in  need. 
I  was  proud  of  the  Baptist  Building 
and  the  staff  working  with  churches 
over  the  state  assisting  in  calling  out 
the  called.  Think  it  not  strange  when 
God  caUs  to  denominational  workers, 
church  volunteers,  and  even  our  sons 
and  daughters.  Blessings  on  you  Alvin 
and  Mary,  Lloyd,  Shirl^  and  D.  P.  and 
all  the  other  3,996  serving  in  distant 
climes.  We  love  you. 


The  alternative  fellowship 

In  1978  following  the  famous  Cafe  du  each  convention,  having  few  refrain  from  taking  such  a  step.  We 
Monde  meeting  of  Paige  Patterson,  moderate/conservatives  appointed  to  don’t  need  to  split  asunder  the  SBC. 
Criswell  Bible  College,  and  Houston  various  boards  and  in  general  being  Another  Baptist  denomination  is  not 
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^CHARUB.  'DON'T  tNl’R  INTRODUCE 
ME  AGAIN  A$  AN  ITlNggANT 

preacher  !  i*ve  got  a$  much 
UARNING  A$  any  of  YOU/* 


a  bustle  of  activity  to  turn  the  SBC 
toward  the  fundamental/conservative 
program. 

The  next  12  years  saw  the  election 
of  the  president  as  being  the  high 
point  of  the  SBC  annual  meeting. 
Usually  about  55  percent  of  the  mes¬ 
sengers  voted  for  the  fundamental/ 
conservative  candidiate,  and  45  per¬ 
cent  for  the  moderate/conservative. 

Without  exception,  the  new  SBC 
president  would  appoint  fundamen¬ 
tal/conservatives  to  convention  com¬ 
mittees,  agencies,  and  trustees  of 
various  boards.  By  1960,  the  task  was 
completed.  The  SBC  seminaries,  Sun¬ 
day  ^hool  Board,  Foreign  and  Home 
Mi^on  boards  were  all  dominated  by 
fundamental/conservatives.  Sup¬ 
posedly  the  SBC  had  been  saved  from 
the  modernism  that  has  wrecked  so 
many  denominations. 

After  a  decade  of  being  defeated  at 


is  a  rebellion.  The  charge  of  taxation 
without  representation,  or  giving  to 
SBC  causes  but  having  little  if  any 
representation  on  how  it  is  spent,  is  a 
valid  charge. 

In  May,  the  alternative  group  or 
fellowship  will  meet  in  Atlanta  for  a 
convention.  Tl^  are  to  name  this 
group  and  possibly  elect  an  executive 
director.  Some  31  churches  gave  over 
a  quarter  million  dollars  through  the 
alternative  group,  in  the  last  quarter 
of  1990.  This  money  was  divided 
among  the  seminaries,  Foreign  and 
Home  Mission  boards  and  other  agen¬ 
cies  very  much  like  the  SBC  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  does  in  Nashville. 

Thus  we  observe  history  in  the  mak¬ 
ing.  It  could  be  a  new  denomination 
aborning.  Leaders  in  the  fellowship 
expressed  doubt  this  would  happen, 
but  all  the  ingredients  are  there. 

I  make  a  plea  to  this  group  to 


You  can  ride  out  the  storm  until  a  bit 
more  tolerance  is  shown.  There  are 
some  good  men  in  the  fundamen¬ 
tal/conservative  leadership,  men  of 
integrity,  who  are  not  too  proud  to 
bend. 

We  have  too  much  at  stake  to  crip¬ 
ple  an  effective  missionary  force,  a 
solid  s^tem  of  education,  and  a  vast 
publishing  enterprise.  Giving  the 
fellowship  a  name,  taking  actirni  to  in¬ 
corporate  employing  an  executive 
director,  staffi^  an  office,  will  only 
lead  to  a  wider  separation.  There  are 
still  many  who  {H^fer  not  the  extreme 
left  nor  right,  'ibe  SBC  umbrella  may 
have  shrunk  in  the  last  decade,  but  it 
can  blossom  again.  Let’s  agree  to 
disagree,  but  let’s  stay  together.  The 
ship  has  weathered  worse  storms  and 
come  through  each  one  stronger  than 
before. 


^Jesus”  film  shown  near  Moscow 


Welcome  to  new  BP  director 


Last  week  I  sat  in  a  meeting  and 
heard  Herb  HoUinger  declare  his  plat¬ 
form  as  the  new  director  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Press.  I  was  favorably  impressed 
his  experience  and  his  attitude 
toward  the  new  job. 

HoUinger  is  a  veteran  journalist  and 
served  as  edihx*  (rf  the  California  Bap¬ 
tist.  He  knows  the  press  and  he  knows 
Baptists.  It’s  a  demanding  task,  but 


HoUinger  should  measure  up  to  it. 

He  replaces  A1  Shackleford  who 
wsu^missed  last  July.  HoUinger  wiU 
decide  what  articles  to  carry  and 
what  to  delete.  He  wiU  have  to  say  no 
(or  yes)  to  some  of  the  more  power¬ 
ful  Southern  Baptists.  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  agencies  and  institutions  wiU  lean 
on  him  often,  for  they  wish  their  news 


to  be  reported  in  the  most  favorable 
light.  Attacks  and  counterattacks  wUl 
be  reported  or  withheld. 

HoUinger  is  a  man  of  integrity  and 
a  committed  foUower  of  Christ.  He 
needs  our  prayers  and  our  support  in 
his  assignment. 

We  wish  you  weU,  Herb,  as  you  give 
it  your  best  shot. 


The  mail  goes  through 


We  can  understand  the  trip  through 
hail,  snow,  and  sleet  for  the  U.S.  mail 
but  must  we  go  through  Fort  Knox? 

This  month  we  began  Ucking  29-cent 
stamps.  This  is  nearly  a  20  percent  in¬ 
crease.  Newspapers  and  magazines 
face  a  similar  increase.  In  fact,  the 
Baptist  Record  is  facing  a  22  percent 
increase  in  mailing  cost.  Prior  to 
February,  the  cost  of  mailing  the 


weekly  edition  was  about  $6,500;  now 
it  is  $8,000.  An  iiKiease  in  subscription 
rates  wiU  have  to  follow  soon. 

Now  it’s  not  aU  gloom.  We  stiU  have 
one  of  the  best  postal  systems  in  the 
world.  The  29-cent  first-class  mail  in 
the  USA  would  cost  you  54  cents  in 
Norway,  62  cents  in  Italy,  and  40  cents 
in  Great  Britain.  We  appreciate  our 
news  deUvery  service  am  kre  glad  we 


can  stiU  afford  it. 

Your  Baptist  Record  is  stiU  a  good 
investment.  Flew  annual  subscriptions 
of  any  worthwhile  publication  can  be 
purchased  for  seven  or  eight  dollars. 
Our  people  need  to  read  the*only  of¬ 
ficial  news  link  between  Mississippi 
Baptists  and  the  world.  The  Every 
Family  Plan  ($5.40  per  family  per 
year)  is  a  bargain  for  any  church. 


MOSCOW,  USSR  (epbs)  -  The 
cinema  seats  were  nearly  aU  occupiei 
30  minutes  befine  the  scheduled  time. 
The  people  had  come  to  see  a  movie, 
just  as  tiiey  did  every  Sunday  after¬ 
noon  in  the  town  of  Vysokovsk,  near 
Klim,  about  80  kilometres  (50  miles) 
from  Moscow.  However,  on  this  par¬ 
ticular  day,  Jan.  20, 1991,  they  would 
receive  much  more  than  a  film:  they 
would  hear,  many  for  the  first  time, 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  film 
which  they  had  come  to  see  was 
“Jesus.” 

More  and  more  Baptist  churches 
throu^  the  Soviet  Union  are  using 
film  showings  to  bring  the  message  of 
Christ  to  the  people.  Ivan  Gnida,  the 
superintendent  (“Presbyter”)  of  the 
Moscow  Region  of  Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists,  said  he  prolMibly 
averages  two  or  three  fUm  showings 
per  week.  “The  people  come  to  the 
showings  because  th^  want  to  learn 
about  Jesus,”  he  explained.  ’The  500 
persons  in  the  Vysokovsk  cinema  had 
paid  .50  kopeks  to  enter,  the  normal 
price  of  a  film  in  the  state  “Palace  of 
Culture”  where  the  town  cinema  is 
located. 

^ore  the  film  started.  Pastor 
Gnida  addressed  the  audience  which 
included  a  number  of  men  in  uniform, 
children,  youth,  and  adults.  “Fjor 
maiiy  years  the  Bible  was  a  forbiddoi 
book,”  he  began.  “Some  stran«  peo- 

Ele  70  years  mo  said  we  would  tiy  to 
ve  without  C3^t  and  religion.  And 
now  we  see  the  results:  riots, 
economic  ruin,  and  drugs  among  our 
youth. 

“They  also  said  we  will  die  like 
animals.  But  I  sav  to  you  this  after- 
nom  you  will  live,  because  you  are  not 
animals.  There  are  two  places  where 
you  can  live,  and  you  must  choose  in 


which  place  you  wish  to  spend  eterni¬ 
ty.” 

Pasha*  Gnida  carefuUy  explained  to 
his  listeners  what  it  means  to  be  a 
Christian  and  a  member  of  the 
church.  He  narrated  in  simple  terms 
the  story  of  Jesus  from  virgin  birth  to 
the  death  on  the  cross  and  the 
resurrection. 

One  could  have  imagined  that  peo¬ 
ple  who  had  paid  to  see  a  two-hour 
film  would  not  sit  patiently  through 
more  than  an  hour  ^{weaching  prior 
to  the  film  showing.  Not  so  with  the 
attentive  audience  in  Vysokovsk.  After 
the  preaching,  everyone  was  invited 
to  ask  the  precher  questions, 
‘lapything  you  wish  to  know  about  us,” 
the  preacher  told  them. 

Tte  audience  fired  many  questions 
to  the  speaker.  What  kind  of  contribu¬ 
tions  do  you  have  to  give  to  be  a 
member  of  a  Baptist  church?  How 
much  do  Baptist  pastors  earn?  What 
do  you  think  of  b^evers  in  other  con¬ 
fessions?  What  is  different  between 
Evangelical  Christians-Baptists  and 
the  Orthodox?  What  do  you  think 
about  the  end  of  the  world?  And  more 

llie  supemtendent  gave  answers  to 
each  question.  When  there  were  no 
more  questions,  the  film  began. 

As  well  as  anyone  can  determine, 
that  Sunday  afternoon  service  was  the 
first  time  the  gospel  has  ever  been 
ineached  in  Vysokovsk,  a  town  of 
10,000  residents  established  as  a  tex¬ 
tile  center  over  50  years  ago. 

Superintendent  Gnida  has  a  vision 
of  the  ministry  needed  in  his  region. 
“We  now  have  the  freedom  to 
witness,”  he  said.  “During  all  the  oast 
years  prople  could  not  hear  about 
Jesus  Qinst.  ^  in  our  lifetime  we 
need  to  establish  a  congregation  of 
believers  in  every  city,  in  every  town.” 


Executive  Committee  approves  PAC-CLC  merger 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  The  SBC  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  ^ided  Eeb.  19 
bow  to  spend  the  money  Southern 
Baptist  churches  contribute  to  their 
cooperative  budget  next  year  but  fail¬ 
ed  to  decide  what  makes  a  church 
cooperative 

Conunittee  members  also: 

—  Approved  a  me^er  of  the  Pubhc 
Affairs  Committee  into  the  Christian 
Life  Commission  —  two  of  the  three 
organizations  authorized  to  represent 
Southern  Baptists  on  religious  liber¬ 
ty  issues,  and 

—  Approved  the  earlier  election  of 
three  vice  presidents  to  serve  on  the 
Executive  Committee’s  Nashville- 
based  staff:  Richard  P.  Rosenbaum 
Jr,  vice  president  for  business  and 
finance;  Mark  T.  Coppenger,  vice 
president  for  public  relations;  and 
Herbert  V.  HoUinger,  vice  president 
for  Baptist  Press. 

The  committee  adopted  with  no 
debate  the  proposed  1991-92 
Cooperative  Program  allocation 
budget,  which  plans  to  spend  more 
than  $140  millio.  to  support  the  work 
of  Southern  Baptist  agencies  and 
institutions. 

But  the  committee  could  not  decide 
if  sui^rt  of  the  Ckx^rative  Program 
should  become  the  l^is  for  a  chintz’s 
participation  in  the  annual  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  meetings. 

I^rticipation  has  been  open  to  any 
church  that  contributes  “to  the  Con¬ 
vention’s  work.”  That  phrase  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  (Convention  constitu¬ 
tion  has  been  interpreted  to  include 
contributions  to  any  SBC  cause  —  the 
Cooperative  Program,  annual  mis¬ 
sions  offerings  or  even  designated 
gifts  to  specific  agencies  or 
institutions. 

But  last  week'  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  proposed  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  limit  participation  in 
annual  conventions  to  those  churches 
that  contribute  to  the  Cooperative 
Program  at  both  the  state  and  na¬ 
tional  levels.  That  action  would  ex¬ 
clude  from  messenger  participation 
in  the  annual  meeting  of  the  SBC 


th^  churches  that  give  all  their  con¬ 
tribution  to  alternate  missions- 
funding  plans  or  designate  that  their 
contributions  be  used  for  certain  SBC 
causes  «•  withheld  from  others. 

Duri^  their  Peb.  18-19  meeting  in 
Nashville,  committee  members 
debat^  the  proposal  at  length  before 
referring  it  back  to  their  Inlaws  com¬ 
mittee  for  further  work.  Several  com¬ 
mittee  members  exiM'^sed  disap¬ 
proval  with  various  aspects  <rf  the  pro¬ 
posal  and  ottiers  admitted  th^  were 
confused  about  its  ramifications. 

The  issue  originated  during  last 
June’s  annual  convention,  when 
messenger  Craig  F.  Stout  of  Missouri 
asked  the  .Executive  (Committee  to 
study  the  constitutional  terminology 
related  to  “cooperation.” 

Although  Stout’s  motion  asked  for 
the  study  to  be  completed  by  the  1991 
convention,  the  committee’s  decision 
to  postpone  action  will  make  it  unlike¬ 
ly  that  a  proposal  will  be  ready  by 
June.  And  a  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  must  be  approved  by  two  suc¬ 
cessive  con '.’entions. 

During  the  12-year  controversy  in 
the  SBC,  some  churches  on  both  sides 
of  the  conflict  have  designated  funds 
away  from  various  SBC  causes  that 
they  find  objectionable. 

UrKler  the  convention’s  current  con¬ 
stitution,  however,  those  churclm- 
have  not  been  denied  participation  in 
the  annual  Southern  Baptist  (Conven¬ 
tion  meetings.  Any  church  that  con¬ 
tributes  some  money  to  any  Southern 
Baptist  cause  currently  is  eligible  to 
send  at  least  one  messenger  to  the  an¬ 
nual  meeting. 

The  propped  change  would  have 
limited  participation  in  the  SBC  to 
churches  that  contribute  at  least  some 
money  to  both  state  and  national 
causes  through  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram.  Only  “undesignated”  or 
unrestricted  contributions  to  the  (CP 
would  have  counted  as  contributions 
“to  the  (Convention’s  work.” 

It  is  not  known  how  many  churches 
would  be  affected  by  the  proposed 
change.  Most  Southern  Baptist  chur- 


Home  Board  seeks  to  accept 
Utah  Missions  as  subsidiary 


By  Mark  Wingfield 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Trustees  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Board  have  asked  the  SBC  Executive 
Committee  for  permission  to  add 
Utah  Missions  Inc.  as  a  subsidiary 
corporation. 

Utah  Missions  is  an  evangelical, 
non-denominational  ministry  related 
to  Mormons  founded  by  John  L. 
Smith,  a  Southern  Baptist  pastor  who 
currently  resides  in  Marlow,  Okla. 

During  the  Feb.  12  meeting  of  the 
HMB  executive  committee,  trustees 
approved  a  resolution  requesting  ac¬ 
tion  by  the  SBC  Executive  (Committee 
and  elected  four  trustees  to  serve  on 
the  board  of  directors  of  Utah  Mis¬ 
sions.  The  action  came  in  response  to 
an  offer  by  Smith  to  transfer  the 
ministry  to  the  HMB  upon  his  pending 
retirement. 

The  pioposal  is  for  Utah  Missions  to 
be  owned  and  operated  by  the  HMB 
as  a  separate  entity.  According  to 
HMB  bylaws,  addition  of  such  a  sub¬ 
sidiary  requires  approval  of  the  SBC 
Executive  Committee,  which  will 
meet  in  Nashville  Feb.  18-20. 

HMB  trustees  named  to  the  board 
of  directors  for  Utah  Missions  are 
chairman  Ralph  Smith  of  Austin, 
Texas,  and  the  three  trustees  from 
Oklahoma:  Brad  Allen  of  Duncan, 
Jackie  Ingram  of  Oklahoma  City,  and 
Keith  Ru^ell  of  Anadarko. 

If  approved,  the  ministry  of  Utah 
Missions  would  be  supervised  through 


the  HMB’s  interfaith  witness 
department. 

Utah  Missions  currently  has  head¬ 
quarters  in  Marlow,  Okla.  Its 
ministries  include  two  periodicals, 
Angel  and  Inner  Circle,  both  aimed  at 
educating  readers  about  the  dif¬ 
ferences  between  Mormonism  and 
(Christianity. 

Smith  and  his  wife,  Inez,  started  a 
Southern  Baptist  chui^  in  (Clearfield, 
Utah,  in  1951.  During  17  years  of 
ministry  in  Utah,  Smith  began  writing 
books  and  columns  that  led  to  the 
founding  of  Utah  Missions  in  1972. 

In  other  action  at  the  February 
HMB  executive  committee  meeting, 
trustees: 

—  Elected  Ron  Lawson,  former 
director  of  media  production,  as 
director  of  the  media  department, 
replacing  Jay  Durham,  who  recently 
retired; 

—  Heard  a  report  from  HMB  Presi¬ 
dent  Larry  Lewis,  in  which  he  ex¬ 
pressed  delight  over  record  gifts  to  the 
1990  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offer¬ 
ing  and  a  nearly  10  percent  increase 
in  baptisms  in  the  SBC  last  year; 

—  Approved  lowering  the  interest 
rate  for  church  loan  funds  to  10.75 
percent; 

—  Accepted  the  resignation  of 
trustee  Thomas  Kyzer  of  Spanish 
Fort,  Ala.,  who  is  moving  to  another 
state. 

Wingfield  writes  for  HMB. 


By  Greg  Warner 

ches  give  at  least  some  Hnancial  sup¬ 
port  to  the  Cooperative  Program,  thus 
qualifyi^  as  a  cooperating  church. 

The  issue  is  critical,  however, 
because  membership  in  co<q>erating 
churches  also  is  a  prerequisite  for  ser¬ 
vice  as  an  SBC  missionary,  craven- 
tion  officer,  committee  member,  or 
trustee. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  current 
SBC  controversy,  conservatives  were 
criticized  for  designating  gifts  away 
frran  certain  SBC  causes.  However,  as 
conservatives  have  gained  control  of 
the  denomination’s  agencies,  some 
moderates  have  led  their  churches  to 
begin  designating  funds. 

Last  August  some  who  have  been  on 


-  the  losing  side  since  1979  formed  an 
>  alternative  missions-funding  program 
that  takes  those  contributions  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Executive  Ck)nunit- 
tee,  which  drafts  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  budget.  Two  Baptist  state  con¬ 
ventions  —  in  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina  —  have  enacted  their  own 
plans  for  diverting  funds. 

The  constitutional  amendment  pro- 
:  posed  by  the  Executive  (^mmittee 
would  have  affected  both  moderates 
who  are  using  the  new  altemate- 
'  funding  plans  to  bypass  the  SBC  (P 
allocation  budget  and  conservatives 
I  in  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and 
elsewhere  who  are  displeased  with 
1  budget  actions  on  the  state  level. 

The  Second  Front  Page 


Bill  Horton  of  Asheville,  N.C.,  hried 
to  change  the  proposal  by  basing  SBC 
participation  only  on  contributions  to 
the  national  portion  of  the 
Cooperative  Program  in  order  not  to 
infringe  on  the  autonomy  of  local 
churches  by  requiring  them  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  state-level  Cooperative 
Prt^gram. 

Insisting  that  SBC  churches  support 
the  state  convention  is  “a  form  cn  con- 
nectionalism,”  argued  Robert 
Jackson  from  Galax,  Va.  “I  don’t  feel 
we  should  be  in  a  position  of  telling 
churches  to  give  to  the  state  conven¬ 
tion.” 

Opponents  of  Horton’s  amendment 
(See  MERGER  on  page  4) 
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Baptisms  gain  tops 

1990  SBC  statistics 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  The  largest 
increase  in  baptisms  in  a  decade  top¬ 
ped  1990  SoutlKm  Baptist  Convention 
statistics  in  10  key  reporting  areas. 

A  total  of  385,031  teptisms  were 
reported  through  the  Uniform  (Tiurch 
Letter  in  1990,  compared  to  351,107  in 
1989,  for  a  9.7  percent  increase  of 
33,924.  During  1990,  Southern  ^ptists 
conducted  “Here’s  Hope” 
simultaneous  revivals  throughout  the 
nation. 

Two  numerical  milestones  were 
reached  in  1990  as  church  member¬ 
ship  surpassed  15  million  and  ongoing 
Sunday  School  enrollment  topped  8 
million. 

Church  membership  reached 
15,044,413,  registering  a  0.9  percent 
gain  of  130,875,  the  largest  increase 
since  1986. 

Sunday  School  enrollment  climbed 
by  73,483  or  0.9  percent  to  8,009,498,  for 
the  second  consecutive  gain. 


By  Linda  Lawson 

Other  areas  in  which  increases 
were  reported  included  number  of 
churches,  music  ministry  enrollment, 
mission  expenditures,  and  total  tithes, 
offerings  and  special  gifts. 

Discipleship  Training  and 
Brotherhood  enrollment/participa¬ 
tion  registered  larger  totals  than  1989, 
but  figures  cannot  be  compared  due 
to  changes  in  reporting  procedures. 

Only  one  program,  ongoing 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  enroll¬ 
ment,  registered  a  decrease.  WMU 
enrollment  declined  0.4  percent  or 
4,476,  for  a  new  total  of  1,197,987.  This 
was  the  second  consecutive  decrease 
for  WMU  enrollment. 

Music  ministry  enrollment  increas¬ 
ed  for  the  25th  consecutive  year.  The 
1990  total  of  1,837,428  represents  an  in¬ 
crease  of  47,560  or  2.7  percent. 

The  number  of  churches  increased 
by  189  <w  0.5  percent  to  37,974.  The  gain 
was  the  smallest  since  1987  and  the 


third  time  in  11  years  the  increase  has 
dropped  below  200. 

Ibtal  tithes,  offerings  and  special 
gifts  reached  $4,567,834,980,  a  6  per¬ 
cent  increase  of  $258,496,000  over  1989. 

Mission  expenditures  totaled 
$718,476,262,  an  increase  of  0.8  percent 
or  $5,554,472. 

Discipleship  Training  enroll¬ 
ment/participation  for  1990  was 
2,206,252  in  the  first  year  of  operation 
under  a  new  records  system.  The  total 
for  1989  under  the  previous  system 
was  2,026,141. 

Brotherhood  enrollment/participa¬ 
tion  for  1990  also  was  reporied  under 
a  new  system  with  a  total  of  593,844. 
The  1989  total  was  530,723. 

The  statistics  are  based  on  37,172 
Uniform  Church  Letters  processed  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board’s  corporate  planning  and 
research  department. 

I^wson  writes  for  BSSB. 


Trustee  actions  prompt  , 
accrediting  visit  to  Southern 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  - 
Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  has  been  notified  by  one  of 
its  accrediting  bodies  that  an  evalua¬ 
tion  team  will  visit  the  campus  later 
this  year  to  assess  the  impact  of  re¬ 
cent  actions  by  the  seminary’s  ^rd 
of  trustees. 

The  Commission  on  Accrediting  of 
the  Association  of  Theological  Schmis 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada 
authorized  the  “focused  visit”  after 
reviewing  an  A'TS  staff  member’s 
report  on  a  November  fact-finding 
visit  to  the  Louisville,  Ky.,  campus. 

In  response,  the  seminary’s  trustee 
executive  committee  voted  Feb.  5  to 
set  in  motion  a  process  for  addr^- 
ing  concerns  raised  in  the  report.  A 


committee  was  appointed  to  study  the 
report  and  to  “wiew  and  restate” 
several  trustee  actions  in  question. 

Daniel  0.  Aleshire,  ATS  associate 
director  for  accreditation,  said  the  in¬ 
vestigation  by  a  “peer  evaluation 
team”  may  come  as  early  as  May 
following  the  trustees’  annual  meeting 
in  April.  Asked  whether  the  132-year- 
old  seminary’s  accreditation  is  in 
jeopardy,  Aleshire  said  such  specula¬ 
tion  is  “premature  at  this  point.”  He 
added  that  the  evaluation  team  has  a 
variety  of  options  it  may  recommend 
to  the  accr^iting  commission,  rang¬ 
ing  from  no  action  to  probation. 

In  a  letter  to  Southern  Seminary 
President  Roy  L.  Honeycutt,  the  ac¬ 
crediting  commission  noted  the  fact¬ 


finding  report  had  “provided  suffi¬ 
cient  evidence  for  the  need  for  further 
review”  of  the  impact  of  recent 
trustee  actions  on  the  seminary. 

It  said  the  commission  plans  “to 
determine  the  manner  in  which,  if  at 
all,  these  actions  have  prejudiced  the 
appropriate  roles  of  the  various 
seminary  constituencies,  especially 
the  faculty  and  internal  administra¬ 
tion.” 

The  letter  noted  two  ATS  standards 
which  will  be  given  “special  atten¬ 
tion.”  One  states  that  the  governing 
board  of  an  accredited  school  is 
responsible  for  “maintaining  the 
vitality  and  integrity  of  the  institu- 

(Sm  southern  on  page  4) 
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said  it  endorsed  designated  giving  at 
the  state  level,  since  churches  would 
not  be  required  to  participate  in  the 
state-level  Cooperative  Program. 
James  Wideman  of  Portsmouth,  N.H., 
who  described  the  amendment  as  “a 
total  political  decision,”  adding  that  in 
the  proposal,  “We  are  saying  it’s  OK 
to  designate  one  way  but  not  OK  to 
designate  another  way.” 

Executive  Committee  Presi¬ 
dent/Treasurer  Harold  C.  Bennett 
said  the  state  and  national 
Cooperative  Program  “is  a  unit.” 
Unoer  the  CP  system,  enacted  in  1925, 
church  contributions  are  sent  first  to 
the  state  convention,  which  funds  its 
ministries  out  of  a  percentage  of  the 
total  contributions  and  sends  the 
balance  to  the  Executive  Committee 
for  SBC  ministries. 

Bennett  warned  that  bypassing  the 
state  po^on  would  tm^ten  the 
Cooperative  Pro^m  itself.  If  Hor¬ 
ton’s  amendment  is  approved,  he  said, 
“we’ve  taken  the  first  step  to  dividing 
our  great  process.” 

Horton’s  amendment  was  d^eated 
easily,  with  only  four  affirmative 
votes.  But  then  committee  members 
w«re  rductant  to  approve  the  original 
proposal  as  well,  raul  Presslw  of 
Houston,  vice  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  liunented  that  the  original  pro¬ 
posal  would  label  churches  un¬ 
cooperative  if  “Ity  conscience”  they 
bypass  the  state  ccxivmtion  with  their 
contributions.  . 

Stephen  Brumbelow  of  Poca,  W.V., 
argued  against  changing  the  constitu¬ 
tion  to  tie  participation  to  CP  support. 
“We’ve  hrard  for  ye^  that  mon^  is 
the  test  of  fellowship,”  he  said. 

“This  (proposal)  almost  confirms 
that  fear.’’ 

Kenneth  Barnett  of  Lakewood, 
Colo.,  admitted  he  was  confused  by 
the  wtwle  issue  and  suggested  the  pro¬ 
posal  be  studied  further.  A  motion  to 
refer  the  amendment  back  to  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  bylaws  workgroup  passed 
with  little  opposition. 

No  such  wbate  developed  on  the 
question  of  how  to  spend  Cooperative 
Program  money,  however.  Tltt  1991-92 
budget,  drafted  in  January  by  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  budget  subcommittee,  was 
approved  unanimously  ty  the  full  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee. 

The  $140,710,282  spending  plan, 
which  represents  a  2.46  percent  in¬ 
crease  over  the  current  btidget,  must 
be  approved  by  messengers  to  the 
Souths  Baptist  Convention  in  June 
The  three  largest  percentage  in¬ 
creases  went  to  the  Christian  Life 
Commission,  Public  Aflairs  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  the  SBC  convention  operating 
budget  which  funds  the  Executive 
Committee 

The  SBC  operating  budget  of  $3.24 
million  carries  an  increase  of  13.0  pv- 
cent,  which  committee  members  said 
is  necessary  to  pay  the  rising  costs  of 
the  annual  convention,  to  fu^  an  ex¬ 
panded  public  relations  promm  for 
the  SBC,  and  to  provide  funds  for  the 
Baptist  World  Alliance,  the  Baptot 
Joint  committee  on  PuUic  Afteirs, 
and  the  Public  Affairs  committee. 

The  largest  percentage  increase  — 
30  percent  —  will  go  to  the  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  COmmitt^  even  though  Ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  members  later 
voted  to  dissolve  the  groupi  The  entire 
PAC  budget  of  $%S00  would  be  assi^ 
ed  to  the  Christian  Life  Commission 
if  the  proposal  to  mer«  the  two 
organizations  is  approved  in  June 

The  CIC  also  wiU  receive  a  6.3  per¬ 
cent  increase  of  its  own,  brining  its 
CP  allocation  to  $1.3  million.  The  in¬ 
crease  is  provided  to  fund  the  CLC’s 
expanded  program  statement,  which 
now  tnclu^  religious  liberty. 

The  Home  Mission  Board  received 
a  2.51  percent  increase  while  the 


Foreign  Mission  Board  and  Baptist 
World  Alliance  each  received  a  2.46 
percent  increase  in  CP  allocations.  All 
other  SBC-related  entities  received  in¬ 
creases  of  2  percent  or  less. 

Before  presenting  the  budget  to  the 
full  committee  for  approval,  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  budget  subcommittee 
eliminated  a  $12,500  allocation  for 
Religion  in  American  Life,  a  national 
organization  that  promotes  religious 
participation.  Subcommittee 
members  were  concerned  that  the 
group  includes  Muslims,  Jews,  and 
Mormons.  They  voted  to  give  the 
money  to  the  Home  Mission  Board  in¬ 
stead,  ending  at  least  25  years  of  SBC 
association  with  RIAL. 

The  pn^iosed  merger  of  the  Public 
Affairs  Committee  into  the  Christian 
Life  Commission  will  reduce  from 
three  to  two  the  number  of  organiza¬ 
tions  that  rei^esent  Southern  Baptists 
on  religious-liberty  issues.  Last  year 
the  ClJC  was  given  religious-liberty 
assignment. 

The  19-member  PAC  has  served  as 
the  Southern  Baptist  contingent  on  the 
larger  Baptist  Joint  (Committee  on 
PubUc  Affairs,  a  religious-liberty 
watchdog  organization  ^t  includes 
nine  Baptist  denominations.  The 
$50,0(X)  budgeted  for  the  BJCPA  is  the 
same  as  the  SBC  current  budget 
whidi  was  reduced  by  87  percent  frm 
the  1989-90  budget. 

Under  terms  of  the  proposed 
merger,  the  Christian  Life  Chmmis- 
sion  would  be  enlarged  to  make  room 
for  9  of  the  current  at-large  members 
of  the  PAC  to  serve  as  CliC  trustees. 
The  seven  ex  officio  PAC  member¬ 
ships  —  SBC  agency  executives  and 
the  SBC  president  —  would  be 
eliminated  immediately,  as  would  the 
position  of  one  at-large  member  who 
IS  also  an  SBC  agency  executive  The 
cue  then  would  determine  who  would 
represent  the  SBC  on  the  Baptist  Joint 
Chmmittee. 

Debate  on  the  merger  focused  on 
how  long  those  at-large  members 
would  be  allowed  to  serve  as  CLC 
trustees. 

The  original  proposal  presented  to 
the  administrative  and  convention  ar¬ 
rangements  subcommittee  would 
have  allowed  those  eligible  for  a  se¬ 
cond  four-year  term  on  the  PAC  to 
serve  their  full  time  on  the  CLC.  In  the 
subcommittee  an  amendment  was  of¬ 
fered  to  eliminate  those  positions  at 
the  end  of  the  current  terms. 

The  amendment  passed  the  sub¬ 
committee  ty  a  thre^to-one  margin. 
But  when  the  proposal  was  presented 
to  the  full  Executive  Committee,  it 
was  reversed  again. 

Pressler  made  a  motion  to  rest(H« 
the  merger  proposal  to  its  original 
form  and  allow  the  second  terms, 
which  he  said  were  “part  of  an  agree¬ 
ment”  reached  in  January  by  a  group 
of  10  people  representing  the  PAC, 
CLC,  and  Executive  Conunittee  “This 
is  not  an  effwt  to  work  out  a  deal,”  ex¬ 
plained  Pressler,  who  said  the  agree¬ 
ment  was  a  “good  faith”  effort  to 
reach  a  compromise. 

But  Robert  Jackson  said  Pressler’s 
amendment  “artificially  increases  the 
size  of  the  CLC”  by  allowing  the  se¬ 
cond  terms.  “I  don’t  see  the  point  of 
this  if  our  purpose  is  to  me^e  . . . .” 

Six  PAC  members  are  eligible  for 
second  terms:  Robbie  Hughes  of 
Jackson,  Miss.,  Robert  Showers  of 
Arlington,  Va.,  William  Stone  of 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  Jay  Strack  of  Dallas, 
Norris  Sydnor  of  (5xon  Hill,  Md.,  and 
J.T.  Williams  of  Thllahassee,  Fla. 

Permitting  the  second  terms  would 
give  the  (HjC  the  benefit  of  the  PAC 
members’  expertise  in  church-state 
matters,  said  Eldridge  Miller  of 
Sallisaw,  Okla.  “This  is  not  enlarging 
the  CIjC  but  only  making  it  possible 
for  them  to  serve  a  little  longer,”  he 
said. 

‘Teople’s  feelings  are  important,” 


argued  T.C.  Pinckney  of  Alexandria, 
Va.  Allowing  the  second  terms  “is  a 
small  thing  we  can  do,”  he  said. 

Pressler’s  motion  passed  37  to  22. 

The  merger,  which  then  was  ap¬ 
proved,  asks  the  CLC  to  adjust  its 
charter  to  make  room  for  the  PAC 
members  and  asks  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  (invention  to  amend  its  bylaws  to 
eliminate  the  Public  Affairs 
Committee. 

In  separate  secret  ballots,  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  unanimously  ap¬ 
proved  the  employment  of  three  new 
vice  presidents.  All  three  had  been 
elected  earlier  by  the  committee’s  of¬ 
ficers  under  a  special  authorization. 

Committee  members  later  voted 
unanimously  to  reduce  the  minimum 
age  for  early  retirement  of  Executive 
Committee  staff  members  from  60  to 
58  in  order  to  make  it  possible  for  A1 
Shackleford  to  apply  for  early  retire¬ 
ment.  Although  Shackleford  has  not 
fiMinally  requested  early  retirement, 
Bennett  said,  he  has  b^n  unable  to 
find  another  job. 

Although  the  Executive  Committee 
could  not  decide  how  to  define 
“cooperation,”  they  did  approve  an 
amendment  to  the  SBC  constitution  to 
require  all  members  of  SBC  commit¬ 
tees  to  come  from  “cooperating” 
churches.  Already  the  constitution  re¬ 
quires  that  all  SBC  officers,  trustees, 
commissioners,  and  missionaries  be 
members  of  cooperating  churches. 

Executive  Committee  members 
acknowledged  that  a  dispute  involving 
the  chairman  of  the  1990  (Committee 
on  Nominations  —  Roland  Lopez  of 
McAllen,  Tbxas  —  probably  (xximpted 
the  constitutional  (^nge.  Messengers 
from  Emmanuel  Church  in  McAllen 
where  Lopez  is  pastor  did  not  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  last  June  because  questions 
were  raised  about  the  church’s  lack  of 
Cooperative  Program  support. 

Executive  (^mmittee  members 
defended  Lopez,  noting  SBC  officials 
later  determined  Emmanuel’s 
messengers  were  eligible  since  a  mis¬ 
sion  of  the  church  had  contributed. 

Pressler  explained:  “This  should 
not  ever  be  construed  as  critical  of 
anybody.”  He  pointed  to  a  resolution, 
later  adopted  by  the  committee,  that 
defended  Lopez  and  the  church 
against  the  “unfair  treatment”  they 
received. 

Another  proposed  bylaw  amend¬ 
ment  will  attempt  to  clear  up  confu¬ 
sion  concerning  the  annual  report  of 
the  (Committee  on  Nominations.  Tlie 
Executive  (Committee  will  pnqixise 
amendments  to  the  SBC  bylaws  that 
will  treat  the  annual  slate  of  propos¬ 
ed  trustees  as  a  report  rather  than  as 
nominations. 

Committee  members  were  told  the 
amendments  would  not  alter  the  way 
the  nominations  have  been  handled  in 
recent  years  but  only  clear  up  the  ex¬ 
isting  ambiguity  by  clarifying  the  cur¬ 
rent  practice. 

The  Executive  Committee  asked  its 
institutions  workgroup  “to  study  the 
procedures  and  imract  of  the  ac¬ 
creditation  of  the  six  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  seminaries.”  Because  at 
least  two  seminaries  have  en¬ 
countered  accreditation  problems 
recently,  some  Southern  Baptists  have 
called  for  the  SBC  to  set  up  Its  own  ac¬ 
crediting  agency. 

Tlie  issue  was  debated  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  budget  subcommittee, 
which  heard  that  a  similar  study  be¬ 
ing  conducted  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Education  commission  in  respond  to 
a  motion  that  was  referred  dining  the 
1990  convention.  Subcommittee 
monbers  decided  to  ask  for  their  own 
study  of  acaeditation,  however,  while 
seeking  assistance  from  the 
seminaries  and  the  Education 
commission. 

The  Executive  Committee  took 


Walthall  Church  schedules 
Annie  Armstrong  supper 


By  Sachiyo  Donohoo 


March  3-10  will  be  the  week  of 
Prayer  for  Home  Missions.  “Giving 
People  Hope”  is  the  theme.  There  is 
hope  for  lost  people  all  over  the  United 
States.  From  the  frozen  coasts  of 
Alaska  to  the  balmy  shores  of  Florida, 
people  need  the  Lord.  We  need  to  pray 
earnestly  for  the  millions  who  are  lost, 
and  for  the  missionaries  who  faithful 
witness  to  them.”  said  Sachiyo 
Saturday,  March  9,  at  Walthall 
CTiurch  in  Webster  Association  at  7 
p.m.  a  pot-luck  supper  will  be  served. 
Following  this  supper  a  joint  meeting 
of  the  WMU  and  Brotherhood  will  be 
held.  Featured  speaker  at  this 


meeting  will  be  Dave  Elliott  of  the 
WFCA  Radio  of  French  Camp.  An  of¬ 
fering  will  be  taken  for  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Offering. 

Many  of  us  wake  up  to  Brother 
Dave’s  cheerful  warm  comforting 
voice.  You  can  see  his  smile  over  the 
radio  His  Christian  guidance  gives  us 
the  assurance  that  God  will  m  with 
us.  We  would  like  to  invite  all  of  our 
neighbevs  and  friends  to  come  out  and 
have  supper  with  us  and  enjoy  his 
wonderful  message. 

Mrs.  Donohoo  is  a  member  of 
Walthall  Church. 


Kellys  in  Singapore 

Earl  and  Marjorie  Kelly  continue  their  work  in  the  Orient.  They  have  com¬ 
pleted  their  assignment  in  the  PhiliKiines  and  will  be  moving  to  Singapore. 
This  spring  they  will  minister  in  New  Zealand,  Fiji,  New  Caledonia,  Australia, 
Indonesia,  Malaysia,  Thailand,  Bangladesh,  Nepal,  and  India.  Your  prayers 
are  requested.  Effective  immediately  the  Kellj^’  address  is: 

Baptist  Mission 
7  Kenanga  Ave. 

Singapore  1334 


several  other  actions  affecting  SBC 
agencies  and  institutions: 

—  Messengers  at  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  in  June  will  be  ask^ 
to  eliminate,  at  the  request  of  the  SBC 
agencies,  at-large  and  local  trustees 
from  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  the 
Home  Mission  Board,  and  the 
Brotherhood  Commission. 

The  requests  came  from  the  three 
agencies  after  the  Elxecutive  Commit¬ 
tee,  in  response  to  a  referred  motion 
at  the  1989  convention,  asked  all  SBC 
entities  that  have  the  special  positions 
to  determine  if  are  needed  any  longer. 

—  Thtstees  of  Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  who  had  asked  that 
their  charter  be  amended  so  that  the 
SBC  would  be  the  final  authority  in 
the  election  of  trustees,  were  asked  to 
consider  amending  the  semin^’k  ar¬ 
ticles  of  incorporation  to  eliminate 
their  power  to  remove  trustees.  C!om- 
mittee  members  pointed  out  that  no 
other  SBC  entity  has  such  power.  The 
Executive  Conunittee  is  considering 
adding  a  provision  for  the  removal  of 
trustees  to  the  SBC  constitution  or 
bylaws. 

—  The  Radio  and  Television  Com¬ 
mission  was  asked  to  submit  an 
amended  charter  for  FamilyNet,  a 
religious  TV  network  it  intends  to  buy 
and  (^lerate  as  a  subsidiary.  Southern 
Baptist  agencies  must  receive 
authorization  from  the  Executive 
committee  to  operate  subsidiaries. 

—  Such  authorization  was  granted 
to  the  Home  Mission  Board,  which 
will  operate  Utah  Missions  Inc.  as  a 
subsidiary. 

The  Oklahoma-based  corporatimi, 
which  is  expect^  to  be  donated  to  the 
HMB,  is  a  ministry  that  seeks  to 
evangelize  Mmmons. 

—  Midwestern  Seminary  in  Kansas 
(Dity,  Ma,  was  authorized  to  borrow  up 
to  $^,000  to  nuike  improvements  on 


seminary  housing. 

—  Minor  revisions  were  made  in  the 
program  statements  for  the  Sunday 
School  Board  and  Brotherhood 
Commission. 

In  other  actions: 

—  The  Baptist  Convention  of  New 
England  was  approved  for  represen¬ 
tation  on  the  Foreign  Mission,  Home 
Mission,  and  Sunday  School  boiiuds  as 
a  result  of  an  increase  in  church 
membership  above  the  20,000-person 
threshold.  The  multi-state  convention 
already  has  one  representative  on  the 
Executive  Committee 

—  Larry  Nail,  pastor  of  First 
Church  of  Eldorado  Springs,  Ma,  was 
named  to  fill  a  Missouri  vacancy  on 
the  SBC  Committee  on  Nominations. 
He  replaces  Rick  Kunz,  who  moved 
from  the  state. 

—  In  addition  to  the  resolution  com¬ 
mending  Roland  Lopez  and  his 
church,  resolutions  of  appreciation 
were  approved  for  retired  state  Bap¬ 
tist  newspaper  editors  Donald  T. 
McGregor  of  the  Baptist  Record  of 
Mississippi  and  Jack^  Walls  of  the 
West  Vir^ia  Baptist. 

—  The  committee  voted  to  recom¬ 
mend  holding  the  annual  convention 
in  the  year  2000  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  June 
13-15. 

The  Executive  Committee  also 
heard  a  message  from  SBC  president 
Chapman,  who  called  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  to  respond  to  Ammca'k  spiritual 
hunger.  Chapman  urged  prayer  for  a 
swift  end  to  the  Persian  Gulf  War  and 
for  a  “safe  and  speedy  return  of  lov¬ 
ed  ones  and  a  genuine  and  lasting 
peace.” 

Warner  is-  associate  editor  of  the 
Florida  Baptist  Witness.  Also  con¬ 
tributing  to  this  article  were  Don 
Kirkland  of  the  Baptist  Courier  of 
South  Carolina,  Robert  Dilday  of  the 
Religious  Herald  of  Virginia,  and  Bill 
Webb  of  the  Illinois  Baptist. 


SOUTHERN 
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tion.”  A  second  states  that  the  board 
“shall  be  responsible  for  the  establi^ 
ment,  maintenance,  exercise,  and  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  institution’s  integrity 
and  its  freedom  from  the  unwarranted 
harassment  of  inaHxnpriate  external 


and  internal  pressures  and  destruc¬ 
tive  interference  or  restraints.” 

Although  seminary  president 
Honey^  said  the  ATS  notification  is 
“sobering  news,”  be  praised  trustees 
for  their  prompt  response  and 
reiterated  his  pledge  to  w^  with  the 
board  to  ‘Wfect  positive,  constructive 
change” 


S 


Thursday,  February  28,  1991 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  5 


1990  BROTHERHOOD 
VOLUNTARISM 


■REPRESENTS  APPROXIMATE  VALUE  OF  VOLUNTEER  S  TIME  AND  LABOR. 


BROTHERHOOD  COMMISSION  ILLUSTRATION  BY  JEFF  HATCHER 


1990  Brotherhood  volunteerism 
equalled  $42  million  to  missions 


MEMPHIS  (BP)  -  The  time  and 
labor  of  Southern  Baptist 
Brotherhood  missions  volunteers 
Quailed  an  estimated  $42  million  in 
1990,  said  Brotherhood  C^mjnission 
President  James  H.  Smith. 

With  27  state  Brotherhood  directors 
reporting  volunteer  activity,  Smith 
said  there  were  59,810  missions 
volunteers  recruited  through 
Brotherhood  who  participated  in  4,002 
national  and  international  projects. 

“We’ve  always  known  that 
Brotherhood  was  making  a  significant 
contribution  to  missions  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,”  Smith 
said.  “When  you  put  a  dollar  figure  to 
volunteer  participation  you  l^in  to 
see  how  great  that  contribution  is.” 

An  inter-agency  Volunteers  in  Mis¬ 
sions  Ihsk  Force  assigns  a  dollar 
value  to  volunteers.  The  VIM  Task 
Force  estimates  that  each  volunteer 


By  Jim  Burton 

spends  an  average  of  three  days  on  a 
project  and  that  the  average  mis¬ 
sionary  salary  is  $88  per  day.  Applied 
to  the  42,330  Brotherhood  missions 
volunteers  reported  in  non¬ 
construction  projects,  the  formula 
values  the  volunteer’s  time  and  labor 
at  about  $11.2  million. 

‘The  $11.2  million  figure  is  the 
equivalent  of  509  career  missionary 
annual  salaries,”  said  Jim  Furgerson, 
Brotherhood  Commission  Baptist 
Men’s  director.  “In  effect. 
Brotherhood  volunteers  matched  the 
1990  Annie  Armstrong  Offering  goal 
with  in-kind  contributions.” 

In  addition,  17,480  Brotherhood  con¬ 
struction  volunteers  accomplished  612 
mission  construction  projects,  67  out¬ 
side  the  continental  United  States. 

Volunteer  labor  typically  cuts  the 
cost  of  new-church  construction  in 
half,  said  M.B.  Howard,  National 


Fellowship  of  Baptist  Men’s  construc¬ 
tion  coordinator. 

“A  conservative  estimate  is  that 
Brotherhood  volunteers  saved  about 
$1(X),000  per  new  church-building  pro¬ 
ject,”  said  Furgerson,  who  compiled 
the  report.  ‘That  would  mean  a  sav¬ 
ings  of  $30.6  million.” 

Along  with  construction  volunteers, 
the  categories  reported  include 
disaster  relief,  church  renewal,  laj 
led  revivals,  criminal  juStic. 
ministries,  nursing  home  ministries 
mission  Bible  studies,  mission  vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  schools,  and  Royal  Am¬ 
bassador  camps. 

State  Brotherhood  directors  also 
reported  projects  through  their  state 
Baptist  Men’s  fellowships  including 
sports,  performing  arts,  agriculture, 
business,  education,  and  medical/ 
dental. 

Of  the  4,002  projects,  134  were 
overseas  and  involved  3,155 
volunteers. 


T^T  •  -|  1  1  The  volunteer  report  comes  on  the 

1^1  heels  of  the  highest  Brotherhood  Com- 

X  mission  enrollment  report  in  27  years. 

'  Smith  said  593,844  men  and  boys  were 

1  J1  11*1  1  reported  on  the  annual  church 

C  Xl  111  ^  XXI 1  lie  ■!  Xi  uniform  letter  as  involved  in  missions 

I^U.J^XXOXX^^  education  through  Brotherhood.  That 

..o  •  j  is  the  highest  since  603,696  were 

Sowing  and  Reaping  in  Mississippi  is  a  29:46  length  video  showing  the  reported  in  1963.  The  hipest  enroll- 
work  among  black  Southern  Baptist  churchy  in  Mississippi.  Five  Southern  ment  was  1%2  with  634,651  reported 

Burton  writes  for  the  Brotherhood 
Commission. 


A  new  scam  is  in  operation 


A  new  scam  is  apparently  operating  in  the  States,  preying  on  the  sympathy 
of  church  groups. 

A  woman  claiming  to  have  attended  Christ  Ibbemacle  Baptist  Church,  Clin¬ 
ton,  which  shares  facilities  with  Northside  Church,  phoned  them  Sunday  ask¬ 
ing  for  help.  None  of  the  church  members  recalled  this  woman.  Baptist  pastors  talk  about  how  the  Spirit  of  God  is  moving  in  their  churches. 

The  black  woman  claimed  to  have  needed  car  repairs  in  Virginia  and  needed  The  pastors  are:  Eddie  Jones,  Victory  Temple  Church,  Greenville;  Louis 
an  additional  $270  to  get  her  car  out  of  the  shop.  The  white  mechanic,  who  Lamar,  Mount  Sinai  Mission,  Tupelo;  Leslie  Blakely,  New  Galilee  Church, 
also  spoke  to  Christ  Tabernacle  pastor,  James  Anderson,  and  Northside’s  Picayune;  Rico  Balzora,  Meadville  Street  Mission,  Summit;  and  Cleophus 
associate  pastor,  Howard  Williams,  appeared  to  be  a  raging  racial  bigot  who  Rawls,  West  Batesville  Church,  Batesville.  Walt  Grayson,  Jackson,  is  the  nar- 
spoke  epithets  about  the  woman.  He  wanted  his  money,  he  said.  But  he  refus-  raUw  for  the  video.  Also  featured  is  Harold  Vaughn,  layman,  Northside  Church, 
ed  to  give  Williams  a  number  to  phone  him  back.  Also,  the  woman,  claiming  Batesville,  and  Richard  Brogan,  consultant,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
to  be  at  the  garage,  had  not  phoned  odlect.  She  wanted  the  money  sent  through  Board. 

Western  Union.  “Sowing  and  Reaping  in  Mississippi”  is  a  new  video  produced  by  the 

Suspicious,  Williams  told  the  woman  to  get  a  motel  for  the  night  and  he  Cooperative  Missions  Department  and  Broadcast  Services  of  the  MBCB  in 
would  be  back  to  her  the  nrat  day.  cooperation  with  Grayson  Family  Productions  of  Brandon. 

He  then  phoned  the  Virginia  Hi^way  Patrol  to  sw  if  they  coujd  look  in  on  Copies  of  this  program  are  also  available  from  the  Department  of  Broad- 
the  woman.  A  patrolman  was  already  familiar  with  the  situation  and  told  cast  Services  on  1/2-inch  VHS  for  loan  by  writing  or  calling  Broadcast  Ser- 
Williams  that  the  couple  had  been  phoning  other  groups  with  the  same  story,  vices  Department,  P.  0.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530,  phone  (601 )  968-3800. 

If  other  churches  in  the  state  have  access  to  cable  channels.  Broadcast  Ser¬ 
vices  will  loan  them  3/4-inch  (or  1/2-inch)  videotapes  for  broadcast. 

Those  churches  and  cable  stations  scheduled  to  run  this  video  are: 
ity  Channel 

ZTS  of  Rankin  Mar.  3  9:30  a.m.  Rankin  County  Cable 

Brandon,  Pearl  Mar.  3  6:30  p.m.  Channel  35 

ZTS  23  of  Jackson  Mar.  5  6:30  p.m.  Capitol  Cablevision 

Jackson  Mar.  19  6:30  p.m.  (Thannel  23 

irst  BC  Feb.  26  9:00  p.m.  Warner  Cable 

Yazoo  City  Feb.  28  9:30  p.m.  (Channel  10 

ibanon  ACTS  Board  Pine  Belt  Cable 

Hattiesburg  Mar.  3  3:00  p.m.  Channel  6 

rrs  Channel  10  Mar.  5  8:00  p.m.  Warner  Cable 

Cleveland  Mar.  7  8:00  p.m.  Channel  10 


FOR  SALE:  Twenty-one,  15 ‘T  PAD¬ 
DED  PEWS.  Call  (601)  534-2108; 
(601)  988-2141. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  ASSIS¬ 
TANT  Daycare  Director.  Send 
resume  to  Personnel  Committee, 
First  Baptist  Church,  Box  466, 
Ridgeland,  MS  39158. 


‘Crossover  Japan’  to  b 
convention-wide  effort 


For  $25  see  the  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  and  stay  at  Keller’s  Country 
Dorm  Resort  for  groups  of  12-160, 
in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Air- 
conditioned  lodging,  swimming,  $9 
tickets,  cheeseburger  cookout, 
dessert  and  breakfast  —  all  includ¬ 
ed!  Call  501/253-8418  today! 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church,  Beizoni,  needs  Youth/ 
Education  Director.  Job  descrip¬ 
tion  sent  to  those  sending  their 
resume  and  picture  to  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Box  53,  Beizoni, 
MS  39038. 


KELLY’S  TAX  SERVICE,  North- 
park  Mall  by  McRae’s.  Full  tax 
preparation,  electronic  filing,  ac¬ 
counting  for  small  business.  Con¬ 
fidential,  dependable  service.  (601) 
956-2432. 


WANTED  TO  PURCHASE.  Pup¬ 
pets  and  support  supplies  for  a 
beginning  puppet  ministry.  Con¬ 
tact  Phil  Turner  at  (601)  8^3-2597, 
M-F,  9-5. 


FOR  SALE:  Kiwai  Concert  Ver¬ 
tical  Grand  PIANO  (Walnut  with 
adjustable  bench).  Ideally  suited 
for  sanctuary  or  music  suite.  Less 
than  two  years  old  and  owned  by 
piano  teacher.  Excellent  condition. 
$4,000.00.  (601)  844-8294. 
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Christians  face  opportunity  to  witness 
to  Muslims,  home  missionary 


By  Mark  Wingfield 


LOS  ANGELES  (BP)  —  American 
CJhristians  face  an  unprecedented  op- 
pmtunity  to  witness  to  Muslims  if  they 
will  begin  by  showing  love,  a  Southern 
Baptist  expert  on  Arabic  ministries 
said. 

“God  has  cracked  the  door”  for 
Christians  to  share  their  faith  with  one 
of  the  most  closed  groups  in  the  world, 
said  Khalil  “Charlie”  Hanna,  a 
Southern  Baptist  missionary  among 
Arabic-speaking  people  in  the  United 
States. 

Hanna,  who  is  Egyptian  and 
became  a  Christian  through  the 
ministry  of  Southern  Baptist  foreign 
missionaries,  has  been  a  home  mis¬ 
sionary  in  (California  for  15  years. 

The  current  conflict  in  the  Persian 
Gulf  ultimately  will  provide  more  op¬ 
portunities  for  Christians  to  present 
the  gospel  to  Muslims,  he  believes. 

“(^  is  allowing  this  opportunity 
for  some  people  from  Islamic  nations 
to  hear  the  gospel.  As  the  war  in  the 
Gulf  takes  place,  Christians  should 
take  spiritual  warfare  to  winning 
Muslims  in  the  United  States. 

“I  want  to  encourage  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  to  take  the  advantage.” 

Traditionally,  Christian  work 
among  Muslims  has  been  difficult  at 
best,  he  explained.  “It  is  not  easy  to 
bring  a  man  of  Muslim  background  to 
become  a  Christian.  Humanly  speak¬ 
ing,  it  is  impossible.” 

liie  Islamic  religion  and  Middle 
Eastern  ctilture  are  so  intertwined  as 
to  be  inseparable  When  someone 
from  the  Middle  Elast  forsakes  Islam, 
he  also  forsakes  his  heritage  and 
culture 


Additionally,  those  who  convert 
from  Islam  to  another  religion  usual¬ 
ly  are  persecuted,  Hanna  said.  “If  a 
Muslim  becomes  a  (Christian  he  can 
lose  his  job,  his  life,  his  family.” 

However,  the  harsh  regime  of 
Ayatollah  Khomeini  in  Iran  forced 
many  Iranian  Muslims  to  question 
their  religion,  Hanna  said.  “He  caus¬ 
ed  people  to  ask,  ‘Is  this  truly  (xod’s 
religion?  Is  this  (lod  encouraging  kill¬ 
ing?’  ” 

Because  there  is  no  separation 
between  religion  and  government  in 
Iran,  the  terror  wrought  by  Kho¬ 
meini’s  government  reflected  prorly 
on  the  Islamic  religion,  he  explained. 

Hanna  believes  the  same  is  likely  to 
happen  among  Iraqis  as  a  result  of 
Saddam  Hussein’s  leadership,  assum¬ 
ing  the  allied  forces  win  the  war. 

Tb  illustrate,  he  cites  an  Iranian 
man  he  met  recently.  The  man,  who 
served  in  Khomeini’s  air  force,  had 
just  become  a  (Christian. 

Hanna  asked  the  man  why  he  had 
converted  from  Islam  to  (Christianity. 
“I  was  seeking  a  (^  who  teaches 
love,”  the  man  replied. 

This  instance  illustrates  a 
breakthrough  Hanna  said  he  now  sees 
with  unusual  frequency.  After  15  years 
of  labor  among  Middle  Easterners  in 
California,  Hanna  hopes  to  organize 
the  first  Iranian  Southern  Baptist 
church  soon.  “This  is  perhaps  the  on¬ 
ly  time  in  history  we  have  found  an 
Islamic  nation  open  to  the  gospel.” 

The  same  ultimately  will  be  true 
among  Iraqis  and  others  affected  by 
the  war,  Hanna  predicts. 

“Midh^e  Easterners  lo<ri(  to  the 


United  States  as  a  (Christian  nation. 
Whatever  the  United  States  does 
politically,  in  the  Islamic  mentality  is 
perceived  as  (Christianity. 

“Suppose  you  are  a  Kuwaiti  man. 
After  the  war  is  over,  who  will  have 
returned  ymi  to  your  land?  A  (Chris¬ 
tian.  Who  will  have  protected  Saudi 
Arabia?  A  (Christian  nation. 

“What’s  taking  place  now  in  the 
Gulf,  our  troops  teing  there,  is  sigi^i- 
cant  because  it  is  a  Christian 
presence  on  the  most  holy  land  of 
Islam.  The  Gulf  region  will  not  be  the 
same  religiously  after  this  war. 

“I  feel  what  has  been  done  is  to 
drive  a  big  nail  in  the  Islamic  coffin.” 

Additionally,  the  war  has  tx^iken  the 
bond  between  Muslims,  Hanna  said. 
“They  are  fighting  Islam  against 
Islam,  and  Islamic  nations  are  align¬ 
ed  with  (Christians.” 

Now,  as  never  before,  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  need  to  learn  about  people  in  the 
Middle  East,  Hanna  said.  “This  is  a 
unique  time  for  (Christians  to  show 
Middle  Easterners  that  (Christians 
love  and  care.” 

Hanna  offered  these  suggestions  for 
witnessing  to  Muslims : 

1.  Locate  Muslims.  Many  are  doc¬ 
tors  or  small  business  owners,  be  said. 
Others  are  university  students. 

2.  Start  with  respect  rather  than 
fear.  Instead  of  looking  at  all  Middle 
Easterners  as  potential  terrorists, 
(Christians  should  educate  themselves 
in  preparation  for  ministry,  he  urged. 
“I  d<^rve  respect  because  (Jod 
created  me  in  his  image,  not  because 
he  created  me  in  the  Ahglo  image. 

“Middle  Easterners  are  generally 


says 

warm,  friendly  people.” 

3.  Avoid  politics.  “Tlje  church  should 
create  an  accepting  atmosphere  We 
need  to  say,  ‘Even  though  we  have 
war.  Southern  Baptists  still  love  you 
and  care  for  you.’  ” 

Additionally,  Southern  Baptists 
especially  need  to  realize  that  the 
re^tion  of  Israel  and  the  I  iestinians 
is  an  emotional  issue  that  ^an  create 
a  barrier  to  Muslims  accepting  Chris¬ 
tianity,  Hanna  said. 

4.  ^nd  a  common  ground.  “This 
could  ^  frien^hip,  caring,  fulfilling 
social  needs,  ministering  to  physical 
needs,”  he  explained. 

During  the  current  conflict,  chur¬ 
ches  mi^t  consider  opening  special 
prayer  lines  or  offering  counseling  to 
those  who  have  families  still  living  in 
the  Middle  Elast,  he  said. 

5.  Present  a  New  Testament. 
“Muslims  may  read  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment  in  private  without  fear  of 
persecution,”  Hanna  said. 

6.  Nurture  the  relationship.  Even 
though  the  Koran  forbids  Muslims 
from  developing  friendships  with 
(Christians,  most  Muslims  in  America 
are  usually  more  accepting,  he  said. 

7.  Don’t  rush  it.  By  nature.  Middle 
Easterners  do  not  adapt  to  change 
quickly,  Hanna  said.  “Allow  enough 
time  ror  turn  to  change  his  way  of 
thinking.  Don’t  rush  him  and  he  will 
come  around  in  his  own  time. 

“Tb  minister  to  Muslims  requires  a 
differmt  philosoj^,  a  different  plan,” 
he  claims.  “Winning  the  Muslim  in  the 
United  States  r^uires  vision,  pa¬ 
tience  and  optimism.” 

Wingfield  writes  for  HMB. 


Book  reviews 


Davis,  Cos.  H.  Jr.;  CHILDREN 
AND  THE  CHRISTIAN  FAITH; 
Broadman. 

The  author  is  the  manager  of  the 
preschool  pro^m  section  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  division  of  the  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board. 

This  is  a  helpful  book!  It  is  divided 
into  three  sections:  ‘The  Parents’ 
Role  in  Religious  TVaining,”  “Impor¬ 
tant  Issues  in  Religious  TVaining,”  and 
‘Teaching  the  Fbith.”  Each  section  is 
very  helpful. 

TTie  first  section  answers  many 
questions  parents  often  ask  about 
their  children’s  conversion  ex¬ 
periences.  “How  do  we  know  when 
they  are  real?”  “How  can  we  be  cer¬ 
tain  they  are  ready?”  These  are  just 
some  of  the  questions  parents  often 
ask  as  well  as  ministers! 

I  found  the  second  section  of  the 
book  to  be  helpful  as  well.  In  one 
chapter  on  “values”  the  author 
stresses  the  imp(»lance  of  a  good 
home  life  He  says,  “It  would  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  overestimate  the  amount  a 
child  learns  from  his  family.” 

The  final  section  of  the  book  con¬ 
tains  some  excellent  material  for 
parents  of  children  who  have  recent¬ 
ly  made  professions  of  faith.  It  con¬ 
tains  six  chapters  dealing  with  such 
subjects  as  “(^,  the  Loving  Creator,” 
“The  Lord’s  People,”  “I  Want  to  be 
Baptized,”  and  more.  Each  chapter 
contains  some  hint  for  reviewing  these 
doctrinal  truths  with  your  children.  I 
believe  this  would  be  good  material 
for  a  Discipleship  Training  course  for 
parents. 

This  is  a  g<^  book!  It  is  very  prac¬ 
tical  and  easily  read.  Every  parent  of 
small  children  should  read  it,  and  any 
minister  who  struggles  with  the  issues 
related  to  the  conversion  of  children. 
—  Reviewed  by  Greg  Potts,  pastor, 
Heuck’s  Retreat  Church,  Brool^ven. 


Use  familiar  hymns 

Elditor:  ^ 

As  a  private  in  the  Army  of  the  Lord 
please  allow  me  to  express  the  opinion 
that  more  satisfying  and  jo^m  wor¬ 
ship  services  could  be  [Mtnrided  in  our 
churches  if  the  ministers  of  music 
would  concentrate  on  scheduling  the 
more  familiar  hymns  for  the  con¬ 
gregation  to  sing. 

V^le  the  argument  might  be  made 
that  all  hymns  are  important,  just  as 
all  books  of  the  Bible  are  important, 
obviously  some  are  more  important 
than  others. 

Fbr  example,  a  sermon  using  John 
3:16  for  a  text  would  be  more  effective 
than  one  using  Nahum  3:16,  at  least 
in  my  opinion.  No  doubt  both  are  im¬ 
portant,  and  perhaps  an  occasional 
sermon  on  the  latter  would  be  in¬ 
teresting,  but  certainly  not  on  a 
regular  basis. 

^  it  is  with  hymns.  One  of  the 
reasons  that  we  attend  church  is  to 
“make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord” 
through  congregational  song.  Few  of 
us  are  adept  at  sight-reading  music, 
and  even  choir  members  need  rehear¬ 
sals  to  sing  unfamiliar  songs,  yet  most 
everyone  enjoys  singing  the  old 
favorites. 

Let’s  have  more  of  the  familiar 
songs  in  our  services;  songs  such  as 
“He  Leadeth  Me,”  “Send  me  Light,” 
“When  the  Roll  Is  Called  Up  Yonder,” 
“When  We  All  Get  Tb  Heaven,”  and 
“Saved,  Saved!”  The  list  could  go  on 
and  on.  T^re  are  enough  familiar 
songs  in  our  hymnal  to  prevent  us 
from  tiring  of  any  of  them  from  sing¬ 
ing  any  one  too  often. 


Perhaps  pastors  could  counsel  with 
the  ministers  of  music,  and  urge  them 
to  direct  their  efforts  along  this  line 
It  is  quite  likely  that  such  a  course 
would  lead  to  a  more  enthusiastic 
membership. 

In  writing  this  let  me  say  that  I  am 
not  writing  about  any  one  church,  or 
any  one  minister  of  music,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  not  about  those  in  Ocean 
Springs,  but  only  in  general  terms. 

David  B.  Dale  Sr. 

Ocean  Springs 


Sentiments  of  sadness 

Editor: 

Tb  the  (Tiristians  of  the 
United  States  of  America: 

Fbced  with  the  multiple  belligerent 
actions  in  the  Persian  Gulf  and  their 
consequences  of  human  massacre 
and  (tetroyed  ecology,  we  feel  dis¬ 
mayed  and  we  wish  to  express  our 
sentiments  of  sadness.  At  the  same 
time,  we  denounce  the  great  squander¬ 
ing  of  resources  that  have  been  used 
solely  in  order  to  accumulate  destruc¬ 
tion  and  annihilation. 

We  keep  ourselves  informed  of  each 
instance  in  which  bombs  and  lethal 
weapons  have  been  utilized  against 
the  population,  the  habitat,  and  the 
creation  of  (J^.  The  great  “mer¬ 
chants  of  death”  have  occupied 
themselves  with  transforming  their 
plowshares  into  weapons  and  their 
pruning  shears,  through  technology, 
they  have  turned  into  missiles.  Not  on¬ 
ly  have  they  trained  themselves  for 
war,  but  alM  carry  it  out.  Every  day 


eaclKone  sits  in  his  bomber  in  order 
to  increase  the  fire.  What  could  we 
have  made  with  all  those  resources  — 
technical,  economic,  human,  and 
ecological  —  for  the  b^fit  of  the  im¬ 
poverished  and  of  the  whole  of 
humanity? 

We  have  analyzed  the  opinions  of 
the  parties  involves  in  th&  warlike 
scenario  which  belongs  to  ancient 
Mesopotamia;  we  have  read  and 
reflected  on  the  Bible,  we  have 
prayed.  We  believe  that  ways  yet  ex¬ 
ist  to  sU^  this  shedding  of  blood. 
There  are  yet  ways  to  stop  the  killing. 
We  exhort  the  Christian  churches  to 
declare  themselves  and  convert 
themselves  into  peacemakers.  One  of 
the  characteristics  of  your  structure 
is  your  peculiar  relation  between  the 
government,  the  army,  and  society. 
From  your  beginnings,  you  as  a  nation 
decid^  to  create  a  “popular  army,” 
in  the  sense  that  it  should  be  controll¬ 
ed  b/  the  (bngress.  Fbr  which  reason 
we  lealize  that  you  have  part  of  the 
solution  at  this  moment,  in  that  the 
Secjritv  (Council  of  the  U.N.  and  the 
res',  (rf  the  international  organizations 
do  not  present  a  viable  alternative. 
The  more  Christian  voices  that 
demonstrate  for  peace,  the  more 
elements  your  (bngress  will  have 
with  which  to  pressure  President 
Bush  until  the  aggression  is  ter¬ 
minated  and  he  looks  for  a  non- 
militaiy,  diplomatic  exit  from  the 
state  of  war.  You,  as  a  community  of 
believers,  are  called  to  assume  a  great 
responsibility:  to  create  conscience  in 
your  fellow  citizens,  in  order  to  stop 
this  useless  war.  “Blessed  are  the 
peacemakers,  fbr  they  shall  be  called 


the  children  of  God”  (Matthew  5:1). 
Professors  and  students 
Baptist  Seminary  of  Mexico 


War  rages  on  in  SBC 

Editor: 

Sadly  the  war  rages  on.  Every 
withdrawal  of  threats,  each  kissing 
and  making  up  among  SBC  agency 
heads  and  elected  trustees  momen¬ 
tarily  lift  the  heart  and  give  fleeting 
hope  of  reconciliation  . . .  .until  they 
prove  to  be  only  retrenchment  for  the 
next  onslaught. 

Dr.  Lloyd  Elder,  respected  Southern 
Baptist  administrator  and  president 
of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 
since  1984,  is  the  latest  casualty. 

BSSB  general  administrative  com¬ 
mittee  charges  management  in-' 
ccHiipetence,  blames  him  for  financial 
losses,  accuses  him  of  leaking  critical 
information  and  illicitly  taping  phone 
calls  with  trustees.  Dr.  Elder  cites  in 
his  retirement  document  differences 
of  (pinion  between  him  as  board 
president  and  the  trustees  as  to 
management  style,  philosophy,  and 
performance.  The  guest  editorial  in 
the  January  31  Baptist  Record  calls 
the  matter  an  erosion  of  confidence  in 
Dr.  Elder’s  presidency  and  the  resolu¬ 
tion  of  the  problem  as  a  responsible 
and  redemption  solution. 

My  answer  is  that  Dr.  Elder  is  just 
the  latest  victim  of  the  massive  fun¬ 
damentalist  take-over  of  our  conven¬ 
tion.  He  is  not  the  first,  nor  will  he  be 
the  last. 

Dr.  Elder  did  not  scare  into  submis¬ 
sion.  That  was  one  of  his  problems.  Tb 


blame  financial  woes  on  him  is  not 
just.  These  will  follow  as  long  as  our 
convention  is  divided  by  controversy 
no  matter  who  comes  to  the  helm. 
Then  Elder  made  one  more  fatal 
mistake  He  allowed  the  truth  to  be 
known.  He  did  not  hide  it  from  Leon 
McBeth,  respected  Baptist  historian 
commission^  by  the  board  to  write 
its  100  year  hist^.  Nor  did  he  feel 
Southern  Baptists  should  be  denied 
the  facts  so  long  as  they  were  not 
potmtially  libelous  (these  cleared  by 
an  attorney  before  release).  Histoiw 
is  history  —  and  that’s  what  McBeth 
was  commissioned  to  write. 

Yes,  Dr.  Elder  admitted  an  impas^ 
and  his  inability  under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  to  do  the  work  he  was 
called  to  do.  And  for  whatever  was  left 
of  his  life  —  at  57  —  and  his  future  ef¬ 
fectiveness  for  the  Lord,  he  knew  it 
wasn’t  at  the  BSSB.  It  couldn’t  be  — 
not  in  the  trustee-locked,  multi¬ 
corporate  organization  run  by  lay 
committees.  That’s  what  the  Sunday 
School  Board  is  with  its  1882 
employees. 

Most  of  all  we  must  be  willing  to 
face  head-on  the  life-threatening 
crisis  of  our  beloved  denomination. 
Where  there  can  be  reconciliation  we 
must  seek  it,  asking  only  to  be  treated 
as  brothers  and  sisters  in  (Tirist.  Ec¬ 
clesiastes  9:10  says,  “Whatsoever  thy 
hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy 
might”  . . .  but  also,  thy  heart,  thy 
brain,  thy  mouth,  thy  money  —  that 
once  again  we  mi^t  be  Baptists 
walking  unitedly  before  an  unbeliev¬ 
ing  world. 

Mary  Jane  Nethery 

Tupelo 


Thursday,  February  28.  1991 
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Teen  gets  into 

STICKY  Situations 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Connie  Seaney  retires 


A  young  Baptist  from  Gulfport  and  Mrs.  John  W.  Penny,  are 
didn’t  like  a  lot  of  the  greeting  cards  members  of  the  Bayou  View  Baptist 
she  found  on  the  racks.  “I’d  pick  up  a  Church,  Gulfport.  Leah  was  a 
■■pr  9  member  there  tefore  college,  but  now 

on  the  outside,  and  is  a  member  of  Parkview  Baptist 
^  vulgar  Church,  Alexandria,  La.)  So  Leah  got 
on  the  inside,”  said  her  chance  to  talk  with  Hansen.  Abwt 
^^^Bthe  18-year-old.  her  STICKY  Situations,  he  said,  “I 
So  Leah  Penny  have  no  doubt  that  we  will  fund  them, 
created  her  own  Will  you  be  able  to  market  them?” 
line  of  cards  and  It  appears  that  Miss  I^enny  might 
called  them  the  be  all  set  to  make  a  pretty  penny! 
^Sticky  Situa-  some  of  the  cards  have  already 
mmlF  jtions.  Why  that  been  printed  and  are  on  sale  at  many 
Penny  name?  Because  bookstores  on  the  Coast.  In  Jackson, 
her  cards  are  of  they  are  available  at  MetroPlex/ 
stick  men :  “No  one  is  ever  too  young  Bookland,  at  Hallmark  stores,  and  at 
or  too  old  for  stick  men.”  And  they  Christian  bookstores.  In  Clinton,  the 
cover  many  situations,  from  birthday  MC  Trading  Post  carries  them.  The 
to  “good  luck  on  your  diet”  to  “this  rib-  price  is  $1.25  each,  but  Leah  said  as 
bon  is  for  you”  to  be  sent  to  men  in  soon  as  they  catch  on  she  plans  to  sell 
Saudi  Arabia.  On  all-occasion  cards,  them  for  $1. 
the  stick  men  wear  red  shoes  which  For  more  details,  write  Leah  at  105 
match  red  envelopes.  On  religious  Sylvan  Drive,  Gulfport  39503  or  call 
cards,  the  stick  m^  sport  yellow  (601)  832-6059. 
halos  that  match  y^low  envelopes. 

“The  religious  car^  are  just  to  en¬ 
courage  you  to  keep  up  the  good  work 
with  Scripture,”  Leah  said.  For  in¬ 
stance,  the  one  (pictured),  “This  rib¬ 
bon  is  fcM*  you,  and  so  are  my  prayers,” 
also  quotes  Clenesis  31:49  NIV:  “May 
the  Lord  keep  watch  between  you  and 
me  when  we  are  away  from  each 
other.” 

Leah,  a  freshman  at  Louisiana  (Al¬ 
lege  majoring  in  religious  education 
ai^  communication  art,  got  the  idea 
for  the  card  business  from  her  mother. 

In  a  seminar,  (Carolyn  Bezard  Penny 
heard  Mark  Victor  Hansen,  a 
millionaire  businessman  from 
;l:  California,  say  that  he,  through  his 
Children’^  Free  Enterprise  Fund, 
works  with  bank-financing  to  lend 
money  to  youths  under  19  who  have 
bright  money-making  ideas  that  they 
want  to  market. 

During  the  C]!hristmas  holidays, 

Hansen  was  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  where 
the  Pennys  live  (Leah’s  parents.  Col. 


Connie  Seaney  is  retiring  Feb.  28 
after  10  years  employment  with  the 
(Thurch  Music  Department,  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  first  as 
communications  secretary  and  later 
as  receptionist-secretary. 

Before  1980,  she  had  beei 


in  church 

secretary  for  12*/4  years  at  Pearson 
Baptist  C!hurch,  F^arl.  Other  jobs 
were  at  Mississippi  Bank  and  S^rs. 

As  might  be  expected,  Connie  is  a 
musician,  and  likes  music  of  all  kinds, 
especially  folk  and  gospel  music.  Both 
she  and  her  husband.  Bud,  are 
members  of  a  Dulcimer  Club;  both 
play  the  dulcimer,  and  sing  along  with 
it,  together.  She’s  a  handbell  ringer.  At 
Pearson  Church,  where  she  also 
teaches  a  coed  Sunday  School  class 
for  older  couple^,  she  sings  in  the 
choir  and  in  the  Ladies’  Ensemble 
Her  favorite  hymn,  she  said,  is  “Fill 
My  Cup,  Lord.” 

With  her  artistic  creativity,  I  doubt 
she  will  be  bored  for  a  minute,  in 
retirement.  Besides  music  interests, 
she  and  Bud  do  woodcrafts.  He  retired 
from  Glass  Containers  at  Flowood  in 
1984,  after  38  years  there  She  and  I 
have  a  special  bond  of  friendship 
because  my  husband  also  worked  for 
Glass  Containers,  for  32  years. 

Her  dishes  at  our  Baptist  Building  When  she  walks,  she  can  make  a  mile  itself  has  always  been  interesting, 
dinners  have  always  met  the  taste  in  15  minutes  —  at  least  twice  my  because  of  its  constant  variety.” 
test,  and  I’ve  b<MT0wed  from  her  ex-  speed.  As  she  followed  the  Lord’s  leader- 

tensive  recipe  collection,  but  I  didn’t  Must  be  that  “northern  energy.”  ship  when  she  entered  full-time 
know  until  the  other  day  that  for  five  (Donnie  was  bom  in  Bloomington,  church  work,  she  expects  to  follow  his 
or  six  years  she  decorated  birthday,  Illinois,  youngest  of  ten  children  of  direction  in  retirement,  as  she  keei 
wedding,  and  anniversary  cakes  for  (jieorge  and  Oma  Baker.  Her  father  before  her  the  constant  assurance  si 
the  public.  was  a  shipping  clerk  for  the  American  hasfoundinlsaiah40;31  — ‘They  that 

Nine  grandchildren  have  entered  Foundry  Furnace  Co.  Since  their  wait  upon  the  Lord  shall  renew  their 
her  family  picture  And  her  three  sons  house  vras  on  the  edge  of  town-,  Uie  strength;  they  shall  mount  up  with 
live  not  far  from  her  —  Sammy  at  Baker  children  could  enjoy  a  semi-  wings  as  eagles;  they  shall  run,  and 
Harrisville  and  Marlon  and  Bobl^  at  country  atmosphere  “My  brothers  not  be  weary,  and  they  shall  walk,  and 
Pearl.  liked  to  ice  skate,”  Connie  said,  “but  not  faint.” 


Connie  Seaney 


This  Ribbon  Is  For  \bu. 


Pollard  tells  students 


Leading  your  youth  to  Christ 


We  must  be  willing  to  be  used 


Pray  for  opportunities  to  present  the  gospel  to  youth.  When  you  sense 
an  opportunity,  share  the  following  biblical  truths,  and  invite  youth  to 
pray  to  receive  (Dhrist  as  Savior  and  Lord. 

1.  God  loves  you.  —  God  loves  all  people  —  including  you!  He  desires 
that  you  have  eternal  life  with  him  (John  3:16,  10:10). 

2.  You  are  a  sinner  in  need  of  forgiveness.  —  Like  all  persons,  you  have 
sinned  by  choosing  to  go  your  own  way  instead  of  God’s  way.  Through 
his  Holy  Spirit,  God  wants  you  to  know  that  you  are  separated  from  G^ 
and  will  face  his  judgment  (Rom.  3:23;  6:23;  Heb.  9:27). 

3.  God  wants  to  forgive  you.  —  (rod  has  also  demonstrated  his  love 
for  you  by  sending  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ.  By  dying  on  the  cross  and  ris¬ 
ing  from  the  dead,  Jesus  took  your  judgment  upon  himself  and  made 
it  possible  for  you  to  be  forgiven  (Rom.  5:8;  1  Pet.  3:18). 

4.  You  must  turn  away  from  your  sins.  —  You  cannot  save  yourself 
or  earn  God’s  forgiveness  as  a  result.of  being  good  enough.  Just  as  you 
change  directions  when  you  realize  you  are  walking  the  wrong  way,  you 
must  repent,  or  turn  away,  from  your  sins  and  the  attitude  of  living  your 
way  instead  of  God’s  way  (Luke  13:5;  Eph.  2:8-9). 

5.  You  must  place  your  faith  in  God’s  Son,  Jesus  Christ.  —  When  you 
realize  you  are  walking  in  tlie  wrong  direction,  you  turn  to  find  the  right 
way.  In  life,  Jesus  is  the  right  way.  As  you  turn  away  from  your  sins, 
place  your  faith  in  Jesus  as  the  only  way  to  receive  forgiveness  and  eter¬ 
nal  life  (Acts  20;21;  John  14:6). 

6.  You  receive  Jesus  (Dhrist  through  prayer.  —  Because  Jesus  is  alive, 
he  stands  ready  to  come  into  your  life  (Rev.  3:20).  Through  prayer,  you 
can: 


By  Breena  Kent  Paine 

NEW  ORLEANS  —  “The  game  is  Church,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  (Dhris- 
not  spending  all  your  time  plotting  the  tians  must  “get  in  the  huddle,”  where 
dem^  and  fall  of  someone,”  Frank  they  remember  Christ’s  death  on  the 
Pollard  told  students  and  faculty  at  cross  and  get  their  assignment. 

New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  “We  need  our  huddles,  we  need  our 
Seminary  during  a  recent  (Dampus  revivals,  we  need  our  church 
Revival.  “The  game  is  bringing  peo-  meetings  more  than  ever  before,” 
pie  to  Christ.  Pollard  said.  “It  is  the  cross  that 

“TO  almost  every  cry  of  people  to  reminds  us  (rf  our  pride, . . .  that  none 
God,  God’s  answer  is  his  people,”  con-  of  us  has  the  right  to  boast.  We’ve  all 
tinuMi  the  pastor  of  First  Church,  been  saved  by  the  grace  of  God.” 
Jackson,  Miss.,  and  former  president  Theiv  when  God  gives  the  Christian 
of  Golden  Gate  Seaninary.  “Feople  are  an  assignment,  he  should  not  reply 
crying  out,  and  we  are  the  with,  “Lord,  I’ll  play  if  you  let  me  call 
answer, . . .  but  we  must  be  willing  to  the  shots  when  I  play, 
be  used.  “Don’t  tell  him  what  you  want  to  do. 

“In  God’s  economy,  the  real  person  Listen  to  him,  do  what  he  says,”  he 
who  can  be  us€xl  by  God  is  not  the  continued.  “The  assignment  is  to 
boss,  not  the  tyrant,  not  the  deluded  share  Christ.  Run  the  play.  Go  out  and 
egomaniac,  but  the  servant,”  said  do  it.  . 

Allard,  a  native  of  Olney,  Ttex.  Chris-  “When  the  Great  Physician  came 
tians  must  have  high  moral  convic-  down  here,  he  didn’t  just  say  take  two 
tions  and  courage,  be  survivors,  and  doses  of  hope  and  I’ll  see  you  on  judg- 
make  a  costly  commitment  to  the  will  ment  day,”  Pollard  explained.  “You 
of  God.  They  must  be  “teachable,  ap-  and  I  are  in  the  game  not  because 
proachable,  loving,  and  caring  (as  (Jesus)  went  to  the  huddle,  but 
Jesus  was).  He  was  perfect,  he  was  because  he  (ran  the  play)  —  he  died 
sinless,  he  was  holy, ...  yet  the  very  on  the  cross  for  our  sins, 
worst  of  sinners  was  comfortable  in  “Our  Lord  knows  about  us,  that 
his  presence.”  we’re  not  as  bad  as  our  worst  hours, 

lb  be  ready  to  “play  the  game,”  coo-  and  we’re  not  as  good  as  our  best 
tinued  the  former  pastor  of  First  hours,”  he  said.  “I’ve  been  in  the 


dmit  to  God  that  you  are  a  sinner  and  that  you  are  turning  from 
your  sins ; 


elieve  in  Jesus  by  thanking  him  for  dying  on  the  cross  and  ris¬ 
ing  from  the  dead  for  your  sin; 

ommit  your  life  to  Jesus  by  asking  him  to  come  into  your  life 
as  your  Savior  and  Lord. 

-BSSB 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Miutosippi  BaptM  Medicsl  Cantar’s  BSU  will  celebrate  Religious  Emphasis  Week 
on  March  4  and  5.  Keith  Tonkel  of  Wells  United  Methodist  Church  will  speak 
both  days  at  12:30  p.m.  Special  music  will  be  by  students  Kay  Martin  and  David 
Hickman.  Seated,  from  left,  are  committee  members  Carey  Real,  medical  technology 
student;  Natelie  Kanziy,  radiology  student;  Melissa  Robinson,  committee  chairman, 
and  Lissa  Hall,  radiology  students;  and  Angelia  Jones,  radiology  student. 


Actsens  of  Flrat  Church,  Coffeeville  are  pictured  presenting  the  theme  interpreta¬ 
tion  for  WMU  Focus  Week.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Mamie  Martin,  Betsy  Griffin, 
Hannah  Scarborough,  Rachel  Fly,  Kim  Billingsley,  Amanda  Shields,  Jennifer  Tidwelt, 
Pattie  Estrada,  and  Emily  Wbrtham. 


First  Church,  Moss  Point,  began  a  week  of  “Focus  on  WMU,”  Feb.  10.  Women 
and  children  from  WMU  organizations  gave  testimony  of  work  being  done  through 
Lottie  Moon  and  Annie  Armstrong  Offerings.  SurKlay  evening  the  WMU  sponsored 
a  bake-off  for  members  of  Acteens,  GAs,  and  Mission  Frier>ds.  Winners  were  Taris 
and  Phillip  Roney,  Krissy  and  Garry  Gattis,  John  and  Alan  Renfroe,  and  Stephen 
and  Bob  Chichester.  Pictured  above,  left  to  right,  are  Richard  and  Pam  Peiitins, 
representing  Aiaska;  Jillian  James,  Itorea;  Jan  DeLashmet,  Portugal;  Susan  Barfield, 
migrant  worker  of  Oklahorna;  Gina  Dunnam,  Japan;  Shirley  Landrith,  Indian  of  New 
Mexico;  Edith  Baxter,  Georgia;  Joy  Pater,  Holland;  Sandra  Pater,  Mars;  and  June 
Fairley,  WMU  Director.  Adrian  Pater  is  pastor. 


If 


Guest  performers  for  the  annual  Valentine  Banquet  held  Feb.  11  at  Clarke  College 
vrere  members  of  Cross  Section.  This  Christian  drama  gtoup  is  made  up  of  students 
from  Mississippi  College  vrho  present  entertainment  for  church  and  youth  groups 
across  Mississippi  They  are  a  BSU  ministries  group. 


The  GAs  of  Georgetown  Church,  Georgetown,  were  recognized  with  a  special 
service  Feb.  17.  The  theme  was.  "I  can  make  a  world  of  difference,"  in  connection 
with  upcoming  Home  Misstons  emphasis.  Front  row  left  to  right,  are  April  Beck.  Heather 
Little,  Beth  Allen,  Lisa  Lee.  Katie  Puckett,  Wendy  Perrstt,  Krystal  Lowery,  Lindsey 
Calhoun,  andTCathy  Strickland.  Second  row  are  Pam  Lee,  Barbara  Rials,  Jennifer 
Hobgood,  Melanie  Little.  Connie  Lowery,  Christina  Clark,  Amanda  Hedgepeth,  and 
Judy  Lowery.  Lloyd  Wilson  is  pastor. 


Revival  dates 


Resources  available  for 
church  food  ministries 


Siari  a  looo  nuiusiry,  says  l^auian  uiuiuuca  uirci  Uill  rrMnuinnH- 

Porter,  a  home  missionary  who  cost  to  religious  and  social  service  7-4?rf^ 

specializes  in  domestic  hunger  groups; 

ministries.  -  Local  grocery  stores  and  r«-  Danny 

“Hundreds  of  communities  have  taurants  often  will  provide  overstocks  speaice  ,  y 

people  who  are  hungry,”  he  explains,  or  outdated  food  to  churches;  urower,  music. 

“Starting  a  food  pantry  is  so  simple  —  Cooununity  food  drives  can  stock 

once  a  ^urch  gets  started.”  a  food  pantry;  and  Coat  Church,  Magee;  March  for  the 

Porter  recommends  churches  start  —  Gleaning,  the  biblical  practice  of  Master;  each  Monday  night  for  the 
by  contacting  the  church  and  com-  gathering  excess  produce  left  by  month  of  March;  7  p.m.;  different 
munity  ministries  director  for  their  harvesters,  is  still  practiced  in  many  speakers  each  night;  Mike  Thmnpson, 
association  or  state  convention.  Addi-  agricultural  communities  and  can  be  pastor, 
tionally,  churches  should  contact  local  done  by  church  groups  to  supply  their 
community  service  agencies  to  food  ministries, 
discover  wtet  already  is  being  done  Churches  unable  to  start  a  food 
to  meet  hunger  needs,  he  says.  ministry  on  their  own  should  consider 
The  Home  Mission  Board  offers  a  joining  forces  with  other  churches  in 
$500  start-up  grant  to  any  Southern  the  community.  Porter  suggests. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  styla  to  meat  avary 
naad.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  lor  illustrated  price  folder. 
“Internationally  known  apacialiata" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Uai  30S-C  —  Qrasmwed.  Mtaa.  ssaso 


Mississippi  colleg 
up  in  enrollment 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  - 
Southern  Baptist  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities  showed  an  overall  increase  in 
fall  enrollment  for  the  ninth  con¬ 
secutive  year  according  to  figui^ 
released  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Education  Commission. 

Enrollment  figures  for  the  1990  fall 
semester  show  110,605  students  at¬ 
tended  Southern  Baptist  junior  and 
smior  colleges,  a  1.4  percent  increase 
over  the  1969  total  of  109,035.  The  1990 
figures  show  a  slowing  in  the  rate  of 
enrollment  growth  from  a  4  percent 
increase  in  1989,  and  3.6  percent  in¬ 
crease  in  1968. 

The  enrollment  figures  include  both 
full-time  and  part-time  students  in 
college  credit  courses,  but  do  not  in¬ 
clude  students  enrolled  in  non-credit 
courses.  Student  totals  were  released 
to  the  commission  by  each  school. 

A  compilation  oi  the  figures  shows 
that  34  of  the  49  senior  colleges  had  an 
increase  in  enrollment  ranging  from 
20.2  percent  to  0.1  percent,  while  on¬ 
ly  1  of  the  4  junior  colleges  had  an  in¬ 
crease  in  enrollment. 

“The  emphasis  upon  the  basic  mis¬ 
sion  purpose  of  Baptist  institutions 
has  proven  to  be  of  majw  value  in 
relating  to  the  constituencies  of  Bap¬ 
tist  colleges,”  Arthur  L.  Walker  Jr., 
executive  director  of  the  Elducation 
Commission,  said.  “The  interest  in 
the  historic  mission  of  Baptist  col¬ 
leges  gives  me  hope  even  in  the  midst 
of  the  changes  we  have  recently 
witnessed.” 

Mississippi  —  Biue  Mountain  Col¬ 
lege,  357,  up  2.9  percent:  Mississippi 
C^lege,  3,M6,  up  1.7  percent;  William 
Carey  College,  1,(15,  (reflects  a 
change  in  reporting  procedure). 


MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

Part  “B” 

100%  of  excess  charges  owed  by  you 
Pramium  age  65  =  $410.00  par  yaar 
The  total  of  your  usual  and  customary  charges 
'  are  paid  —  Ybu  owe  nothing. 

'  Call  Senior  Citizens  Insurance  Group 
1-800-748-9953  for  details 


Bus  Supply  Company  is  your 
CHAMPION  DEALERSHIP 
offering  your  area  a  fine  selection  of  models 
from  13  to  29  passenger  mini  buses. 

.  Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East,  McComb,  MS  39648 
(601)  684-2900  1-800-748-8681 


Hiiirgday.  February  28.  1991 
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names  in  tne  news  Lee  Gallman, 

founder  of  Seminary 
Extension, 

Lee  Gallman,  former  director 
the  Howard 

Samford  University,  Birmingham, 

^  died  Feb.  Bom  near  Clanton, 

he  was  a  graduate  of  Howard  (now 
^  Samford), 

V  Seminary  and  received  the  Th.D. 

A  ”  degree  from  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

A  pastor  and  director 
Alabama,  he  was  employed  in  1951  by 
the  Southern  Baptist  seminaries  to 

W.  E.  Coitom,  pastor  of  Hernando  Church,  Hernando,  fc>r  31  years,  recently  retired  Extension  Department, 

and  was  honored  at  a  reception.  He  was  named  Pastor  Emeritus.  Pictured  with  him  dirwtM  ™t  program  from  his 
are  Mrs.  J.  E.  Williams  (left)  and  his  daughter,  Julie  (right).  office  m  Jackin,  Miss.,  until  1960  _  ^ 

when  he  moved  to  Birmingham.  He  ^ 

Southern  remembers  Winters,  religion  and  philosoph^  until  his 

,  ,  -  ^  retirement  in  1979.  Funeral  services 

fYiiici/^  T^V*i^T^GCi^T*  were  held  Feb.  ll  at  Vestavia  Hills 

IliUOli^  pi  UlCOaUl  Church,  Birmingham.  Survivore  in-  I 

IX>UBVILp,l&.  (BP) -Church  Hojul^in  Sootb^  Baptist  ohur-  gSLiS! U^'dultoa”  PaSSS  ™ 
musician  Donald  inters  was  dies,  McElralh  said.  Ptailota,  Lee  Gallman  Jr,  and  Judith  Cl 

remembe^  mning  a  Fotmders  Day  After  he  left  SoutBerh,  Winters  did  G.  Schenck;  and  five  grandchildren,  ret 
service  at  Southern  Seminary  as  an  doctoral  study  at  Indiana  University  pei 

early  adyoc^  for  compretensiye  in  Bloomington.  In  1956,  he  was  nam-  o»w«»q  b-iIqwic  ■— 

music  mmistry  m  Southern  Baptist  ed  head  oahe  Division  of  Fine  Arts  liattieSDUTg  area  plaUS 

Kas_  William  Carey  College  in  Hat-  cnrinff  Rrpakoilt  ’Q1 
Wmt^afoim^fac^tymem^  tiesburg.  Miss.  He  became  dean  of  the  spring  DreaKOUl  ^1 

of  the  &hool  of  Chura  Music  at  the  college’s  School  of  Music  in  1969  and  Breakout  *91,  an  areawide  youth 
Louisville,  Ky.,  SOTin^,  was  “pr^  retired  frwn  the  deanship  in  1979.  The  crusade,  is  set  for  spring  break, 

^  *****  college  in  1984  named  its  music  school  March  10-13,  in  the  Petal  Middle 

Hugh  T.  McElrath,  y.V.  uwke  pro-  honor  of  Winters  and  his  wife.  School  auditorium  at  7  p.m.  each 
lessor  of  chu^  music  at  Frances,  a  music  faculty  colleague  at  evening. 

Seminary.  WmteR,  who  left  the  both  Southern  and  William  Carey.  A  youth  lock-in  will  be  held  at  First, 

in  1^  in^ttr^bi^  Winters  was  determined  that  no  **  1. 

^ce,  died  m  1989  in  HatUesburg,  ^usic  ever  be  performed  in  a  “slip-  gra^  opening  for  the  cnpade  head- 

^me  of  his  countemarts  in  other  ”  McElrath  noted.  He  Quartere,  Ma^  2,  i«th  trainu^  fw 

music  and  dSirch  ch3£^2fta  one  ^y  he  mw  Winters  ^  b^Sfcaste  te 

theearly^tMtWintersaffltime  SSTg^aiS^iJhSri Sli  ch"^^ "tvoW^ 

was  at  least  25  years  ahead  of  mance  ny  smgmg  eacn  pan  wiinoui  - 

So«lh««  Bapttetu,”  said  McElmtlL  TSp  nUly  tor  Jesus  wlB  be  held 

who  both  Wmters  student  and  “  Friday  Mai4».  at  Calvary  Chureh, 

teaching  colleague.  Tnough  Winters  musicianship  con-  petal  starting  at  3  p.m.  For  more  in- 

Winters  espoused  a  “church-  tributed  much  to  Southern  Seminary,  formation  on  the  rally,  contact  Brad 
centered  viewpoint  of  comprehensive  his  “most  enduring  contribution”  was  Griffin  at  582-1559.  A  door-to-door 
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W.  W.  Walley,  M.D. 
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Available  March  1 
Baptist  Book  Store 
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Mississippi  Coiiege 

In  Cooperation  With 
Church  Administration/ 

^Pastoral  Ministries 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 

Nurturing  The  Caregiver 

lUesday,  April  9,  1991  flW 

HOLIDAY  INN  DOWNTOWN 
Jackson,  MS 

Featuring 

Ors.  Bill  and  Pat  Bouchlllon,  pictured  above,  certified  professional 
counselors  in  Tennessee  with  extensive  experience  leading  Fami¬ 
ly  Life  (Conferences  presenting:  “Encouragement:  A  Therapeutic 
Process,”  "Techniques  of  Encouragement,”  “Encouragement  Ap¬ 
plied:  Helping  the  Caregiver  Cope” 

Dr.  Ames  llTon,  executive  director,  Mississippi  Geriatric  Education 
Center,  UMC  presenting:  “Meeting  the  Challenge  of  Caregiving” 

Workshops  on  Nurturing  Family  Caregivers  of  Traumatized,  Elderiy, 
Developmental  Disorders,  a  Spouse 

For:  (Caregivers,  support  groups,  pastors,  church  staffs,  and  volunteers 

Fees:  $35  day  (includes  luncheon);  $5  night  only 

REGISTRATION  DETAILS:  CALL  925-3263 


Ueges  were  church  affiliated,  whUe  (jQ^J^Qyg  for  ChriSt 
percent  were  private  iQstitutions.  i 

This  is  the  third  consecutive  year  nlan  trail  ricie 
Bt  Mississippi  College  has  appeared  mcsxx  x 

ttie  Honor  Roll  list  Only  81  colleges  The  newly-formed  chapter  of 
universities  in  the  nation  can  ouJk  Cowboys  for  (Christ  the  Magnolia 
at  claim.  Tirails  chanter  in  Meridian,  is  plan- 

1  •  ^  beginning  March  23 

!lg  A^drCll  CrrS-S  cowboys  for  (Christ  is  a  non- 
^  denominational  group  which  seeks  to 

“be  a  helper  to  all  local  churches”  in 
proclaiming  the  Word  of  God 

‘•The  Lord  promises  that  when  the  i*”^  i 

ordisfaithfuuTgivenouLitwillnot 

■turn  void,"  said  Finis  Beauchamp  S^JJJSlSllSteblS in Enterorise 

ih«  o^^l  whil»  “n»r  treasurer;  Judy  Blythe,  reporter; 

t&m  Stanley  Pritchett  chaplain;  and  Rob 
Ing,  be  commBfited,  m&iQ^  of  tb6m  g.  «  irric  Pbllflrd  And  Baitv  Smith 
a^ertenUy  will  stuff  a  ^ven  tract  Pollard,  ana  Barry  smiin. 


of  athletes  will 
BSlanta-Olympic  gold. 

ve  your  mark  on  Atlanta 
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CROSSOVER  ATLANTA 


By  Breeaa  Keat  Paine 
NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  “I’ve  been 
with  the  Moonies,  the  Mormons,  the 
Jehovah’9  Witnesses,  but  you  guys 
have  something  differimt  I  want  what 
you  have,”  a  wictor  from  Venezuela 
told  a  ^duate  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

Emerson  Wiles,  pastor  of  First 
(Church  of  Fayettevule,  Tenn.,  had 
brought  a  team  from  his  church  to 


Southern  Baptist  Soul-Winning  Encounter 
June  1, 1991 


Name; 


Address: 


Sute: 


Phone: 


Howard  Ramsey 
Home  Mission  Board 
1350  Spring  Street,  N.W. 
Atlanta.  Georgia  30367-5601 
404  898-7180 


Home  Mission 
Board,  SBC 


Man  fees  year  actions,  but  God  your 
motives.  —  Tbomas  A.  Kempis 


Conflict  can  be  replaced  with  harmony 


By  Ruth  N.  Allen 
1  Corinthians  1:1*-17;  3:1-9 
There  is  an  old  legend  about  a  herd  of  mules 
that  was  attacked  nightly  by  a  pack  of  wolves 
from  a  nearby  forest.  When  the  wolves  came, 
the  mules  began  kicking 
viciously  in  all  directions. 
Consequently,  the  mules 
maimed  and  injured  each 
other  while  the  agile  wolves 
escaped  unharm^.  Finally, 
a  wise  old  mule  called  the 
*  rest  together  for  a  \con- 
ference  and  made  known  his 
plans.  That  night  the  wolves 
came  yelping  from  the 
forest  as  usual ;  but  instead 
of  the  mules  kicking  in¬ 
discriminately,  they  all  ran  and  put  their  h^ds 
together  in  a  circle  and  began  kicking  outw^utl. 
Tlw  wolves  were  put  to  fli^t,  and  the  mules  did 
no  harm  to  each  other.  (Kristian  people  need 
to  get  their  heads  together  and  kick  against  the 
forces  of  iniquity  and  not  against  themselves. 

The  Corinthian  church  reflects  the  complex¬ 
ity  of  problems  which  occur  when  various 
stages  of  spiritual  maturity  are  apparent.  The 
membership  ranged  from  babes  in  Christ  to 


UNIFORM 


those  who  had  developed  spiritually  in 
Christlike  stature.  A  typical  church  of  our  day 
is  confronted  with  identical  variations  within 
the  membership. 

Some  of  the  problems  in  the  church  at  Cor¬ 
inth  were  immoral  livi^  practiced  some  of 
the  members,  popularity  of  preachers,  eating 
of  meat  sacrificed  to  idols,  the  role  and  conduct 
of  women  in  the  church,  unruly  conduct  dur¬ 
ing  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  use  of  spiritual  gifts. 
Conflict  and  divisions  ensued  because  the  car¬ 
nal  nature  was  not  subdued. 

We  are  divided  into  two  groups;  those 
directed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  those  who  foUow 
the  way  of  the  flesh.  Christians  failing  to 
mature  spiritually  tend  toward  the  ways  of  the 
flesh.  Divisions  occur  as  a  result  of  this  tenden¬ 
cy.  Consequently,  the  church  of  the  living  Christ 
suffers  damage  to  its  effectiveness  and  witness. 

Misplaced  allegiance  often  leads  to  conflict. 
Loyalty  reserved  only  for  Jesus  our  Lord  can 
be  misdirected  toward  human  personalities. 
This  misplaced  loyalty  denies  the  Creator  his 
rightful  position  as  Lord.  In  our  recent  adult 


Allen 


With  Jesus  we  can  face  the  future  in  a  tense  world 


we  say  that  unless  the  bpy  changes  his  lifestyle, 
he  is  heading  for  the  jailhouse.  Unfortunately, 
such  prophecies  often  take  place  Jesus  saw  his 
people  going  in  the  wrong  direction,  and  I  have 
no  problem  in  seeing  him  making  this  {xxiphecy 
in  advance.  All  of  the  physical  beauty  of  the 
tv  mple  was  meaningle^  as  Jesus  saw  matters, 
unless  there  was  spiritual  beauty  as  well! 

Wars  and  commotions  in  the  early  first  cen¬ 
tury,  and  earthquakes  and  famines  (vss.  9-11). 
All  we  have  to  do  to  see  that  numerous 
cataclysmic  events,  as  well  as  political  distur¬ 
bances,  rocked  the  early  first  century  is  to  read 
the  historians  of  that  time.  Caligula  tried  to  set 
his  image  up  in  the  temple  about  A.D.  40,  and 
this  event  almost  led  to  wac  Anger  so  filled  the 
lives  of  the  Jewish  people  that  they  neglected 
their  crops,  and  this  brought  famine  which  is 
described  in  Acts  11;  28  ff.  The  island  of  San¬ 
torini  (Thera)  suffered. a  violent  eruption  in 
A.D.  17  and  Asia  Minor,  especially  the  province 
of  Asia,  suffered  a  damaging  earthquake  in 
A.D.  19.  Antioch  suffered  earthquakes  in  A.D. 
37  and  again  in  the  time  of  Claudius  (A.D. 
41-54).  These  are  only  a  few  of  such  known 
events,  and  Jesus  cautions  that  the  end  would 
not  be  as  yet  when  these  events  took  place  (vs. 


awful  presence  of  famine  was  so  terrible  that 
women  even  ate  their  own  children  during  the 
attack  on  the  city  by  the  Romans.  The  historian 
Eusebius,  who  lived  in  Palestine  during  the  late 
3rd  and  early  4th  centuries,  tells  us  tlut  Chris¬ 
tians  fled  from  Jerusalem  and  went  to  the  city 
of  Pella  in  Transjordan.  If  this  is  so,  then  the 
Christians  were  largely  spared.  Some  could 
have  been  married  to  unbelievers,  of  course, 
who  refused  to  leave,  and  wives  in  such  cir¬ 
cumstances  could  have  been  forced  to  stay  and 
die  in  the  siege. 

Jesus  and  the  future  ( “Watch  .  .  .  that  ye  may 
escape  all  these  things  .  .  .  and  stand  before  the 
Son  of  Man”  —  vs.  36).  The  early  Christians, 
according  to  the  most  reliable  information  we 
have,  largely  escaped  the  siege  of  Jerusalem. 
They  remembered  Jesus’  words  and  fled  the 
earthly  city  in  search  of  the  heavenly  city  (Heb. 
11:9-16). 

Just  as  the  early  Christians  escaped  by  pay¬ 
ing  careful  attention  to  Jesus’  words,  we  have 
the  same  challenge  today.  The  best  way  for  us 
to  live  for  the  future  is  to  live  for  him  in  the  pre¬ 
sent.  Jesus  said  that  we  would  be  persecuted 
(vss.  12-15),  betrayed  (vs.  16),  and  hated  (vs.  17), 
but  the  person  who  faced  all  forms  of  opposi¬ 
tion  with  the  intention  of  serving  him  faithful- 
Jerusalcm  encompassed  with  armies  and  ly,  had  nothing  to  fear  as  he  faced  eternity  with 
destroyed  (vss.  20-24).  Foiu*  Roman  l^ions  commitment  to  God. 

under  Titus  helped  to  destroy  the  city  of  Vardaman  is  professor  of  archaeology, 
Jerusalem.  'The  siege  was  so  effective,  and  the  Mississippi  State  University. 


dictated  by  the  U.N.  At  this  the  meaning  of  the  Greek  term  used.  This 
time,  no  one  knows  the  out-  writer  will  not  impose  his  understanding  of  the 
come  of  the  conflict,  passage  on  anyone,  but  will  stress  that  Jesus’ 
Whatever  the  outcome,  disciples  referi^  primarily  to  Herod’s  temple 
when  this  matter  is  settled,  which  was  still  standing  when  these  words  were 
another  war  scare  will  spoken.  They  certainly  asked  him  when  it  would 
follow,  and  in  all  of  these  cir-  be  destroyed  (vss.  6,  7). 
cumstances  today,  just  as  in  The  beauty  of  Herod’s  temple  ( vs.  5  —  “.  .  .  it 
past  history,  Christ’s  was  adorned  with  goodly  stones  and  gifts”). 'The 
disciples  need  to  cleave  to  rabbis  said  that  whoever  has  not  seen  Herod’s 
him,  who  will  always  bring  temple  has  not  seen  a  beautiful  building, 
those  faithful  to  him  through  Numerous  benefactors  had  contributed  or- 
to  victory.  naments  and  donations.  It  had  a  golden  vine; 

y  deals  with  certain  predic-  it  had  a  gorgeous  golden  eagle;  it  had  decora- 
ibout  the  coming  destruction  tions  of  stone  and  wood.  Many  of  these  ornate 
ch  took  place  in  A.D.  70)  dur-  embellishments,  taken  down  and  cast  outside 
lis  is  not  the  way  all  students  the  temple  wall  during  the  Roman  destruction 
jret  these  verses,  of  course,  of  A.D.  70,  have  only  recently  been  unearthed, 
this  section  of  Luke  pertains  Jesus  gave  a  sure  word  which  has  been  fulfill- 
:  of  the  Jews  which  shall  be  ed.  There  are  other  interpreters  who  do  not 
ently  destroyed.  This  writer  believe  that  Jesus  could  have  predicted  this 
ord  “generation”  in  verse  32  event  of  Jerusalem’s  destruction,  and  who 
ion  shall  not  pass  away  until  claim  that  these  words  were  fulfilled  so  ac- 
)  refer  to  people  of  that  very  curately  that  they  must  have  been  written  down 
sus  preach.  after  the  event  of  the  temple’s  destruction.  Yet, 

t  “generation”  to  mean  the  all  of  us  make  predictions.  We  see  a  wayward 
ich  to  me  does  not  agree  with  child  who  is  already  off  on  the  wrong  foot,  and 


Guided  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  magnify  Jesus  Christ 


By  Benny  Still 

John  14:16-17,  26;  15:26-27;  16:5-15 
Jesus  was  well  aware  that  his  time  on  earth 
was  almost  over.  He  explained  to  the  disciples 
in  this  week’s  lesson  his  plan  to  have  the  Father 
send  another 
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their  loyalties  to  a  new  leader,  for  this  one  would 
teach  them  by  helping  them  to  remember  all 
(Jesus)  had  said  while  he  had  been  with  them. 
(14:26)  Jesus  was  telling  them  about  the  one  he 
would  send  so  they  would  recognize  him  when 
he  did  come. 

I  dare  say  that  most  of  us  can  probably 
recognize  the  workings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  but 
do  we  even  get  past  the  point  of  recognizing  him 
and  then  relating  and  responding  to  his  leader¬ 
ship  in  our  daily  lives?  'Ib  be  saved,  we  must 
respond  to  the  convicting  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Tb  understand  (Jod’s  will  and  purpose  for 
Christian  living,  we  must  relate  to  the  Holy 
Spirit’s  guiding  power  in  our  study  and  inter¬ 
pretation  of  G^’s  Word.  It’s  not  enough  for  us 
simply  to  rely  on  what  we’ve  read,  studied,  or 
heard  about  (rod’s  Word  and  his  will  for  us.  We 
must  depend  on  the  Holy  Spirit  to  guide  us  to 
the  practical  application  of  that  Word  in  our 
daily  living. 

I  never  fully  realized  the  impact  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  had  in  my  life  until  1  participated  in  a 
partnership  mission  trip  to  Argentina  in  1985. 
I  didn’t  know  much  Spanish,  and  what  little  I 
didjcnow,  I  mispronounced.  But  as  we  visited 


‘counselor” 
who  would  have  the  ability 
to  guide  them  in  their 
understanding  of  the  truths 
he  had  already  planted 
within  their  hearts.  This  in- 
dwelling,  ever-present  Holy 
Spirit  was  promised  only  to 
believers  in  Christ  Jesus. 
The  world  could  not  be  ex- 
pected  to  receive  this  com- 
Still  tort,  this  defender,  this  in¬ 

structor  —  for  it  had  had 
nothing  to  do  with  Jesus  either.  Ewen  the 
disciples  had  difficulty  knowing  and'^seeing 
Jesus  is  the  proper  perspective,  but  they  were 
certain  to  know  the  “helper”  because  he  was 
being  sent  to  dwell  within  their  hearts 
(14:16-17). 

This  reference  by  Jesus  to  the  Holy  Spirit  be¬ 
ing  a  “piarakletos”  signified  his  work  as  a  com¬ 
forter,  advocate,  helper,  counselor,  intercessor, 
teacher,  and  guide.  Although  Jesus’  followers 
would  have  to  adjust  to  a  nonphysical  form  of 
his  presence,  they  would  not  need  to  transfer 


End  of  an  era  — 

Karl  McGraw  retires 

-  A  Tribute  - 
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ACCREDITED 


How  does  one  thank  another  for  retriev¬ 
ing  one’s  Christian  vocational  service 
from  the  brink  of  potential  disaster?  How 
does  one  thank  another  for  affording 
direction  and  support  to  his  feeble  attempt 
to  lift  young  human  beings  who  are 


By  Paul  N.  Nunnery 


sometimes  described  as  helpless  and 
hopeless?  How  does  one  thank  another  for 
a  high  example  of  modesty  and  effec¬ 
tiveness  across  more  than  30  years  of 
selfless  service  on  a  mission  field  which 
requires  so  much  and  frequently  returns 
so  little?  Perhaps  a  sincere  but  simple  ex¬ 
pression  of  gratitude  is  most  appropriate, 
if  not  adequate,  when  addressed  to  one 
such  as  my  colleague,  Karl  K.  McGraw, 
whose  humility  will  not  allow  him  to 
believe  how  important  he  is  and  has  been 
to  his  affectionate  friends  and  associates 
at  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village 


il 


(L  to  R)  Guy  Reedy,  Village  trustee,  aiKl  Karl  K. 
Mrkaraw,  Village  director  of  properties,  confer  with 
interested  church  member  in  First  Church.  Water 
Valley. 

In  very  early  Pebruary  of  1961,  just  four 
months  after  I  had  accepted  the  task  of 
directing  the  work  of  The  Children’s 
Village,  on  the  first  Saturday  afternoon  ot 
the  month,  as  I  was  alone  and  at  woiic  in 
Village  offices  —  then  on  Woodrow  Wilson 
Avenue  in  Jackson  —  the  present  site  of 
Jackson  Mall  —  Karl  McGraw  entered  my 
life  for  the  first  time  Saturdav  aftemocxis 
at  the  office;  seven-day  work  weeks;  an 
overwhelming  sense  of  respmisibility  and 
a  keen  sense  of  inadequacy;  all  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  mounting  and  debilitating 
frustrations  I  had  commenced^  to  ex¬ 
perience  as  I  attempted  to  learn  a  new  job 
and  adjust  to  a  strange  living  environ¬ 
ment,  amid  a  struggle  with  severe  staff- 
personnel  shortages.  At  about  mid- 
aftemoon  on  that  Pebruary  Saturday,  a 
yoi^  couple  walked  into  the  building,  as 
if  dispatched  bv  a  force  beyond  their  con¬ 
trol,  introduced  themselves  as  Nanc^  and 
Karl  McGraw;  requested  permission  to 
stroll  about  Uie  campus  and  visit  in 
several  child  care  builclings;  and  inform¬ 
ed  me  that  they  had  served  on  the  staff 
Kentucky  Baptist  Children’s  Homes  for 
one  vear  before  returning  to  Mississif^i, 
I^rf’s  native  state. 

Introductions  were  scarcely  completed 
before  I  commenced  to  explore  the 
possibility  of  staff  employment  with  the 


McGraws,  driven  by  our  need  for  addi¬ 
tional  staff  assistance,  a  need  which  I  felt 
to  be  critical;  impressed  by  the  all-too- 
rare  courtesy  and  thoughtfulness  which 
attended  their  proposed  campus  visit;  at¬ 
tracted  by  their  valuable  [Micw  experience 
at  another  Baptist  child  care  agency, 
whose  administrator  I  had  just  come  to 
know;  intrigued  by  their  continued  in¬ 
terest  in  the  field  of  child  care;  and,  to  a 
controlling  degree,  moved  a  somewhat 
mystic  feeling  that  these  prople  had  been 
sent  to  fill  a  staff  need  which  I  could  not 
then  identify  but  which  I  knew  to  be  ^e 
source  of  my  frustration.  Before  the 
Pebruary  Saturday  ended,  hearts  and 
minds  had  been  persuaded,  back-ground 
inquiries  had  been  completed,  and  the 
McGraws  had  become  members  of  our 
Village  family  and  servants  of  our 
children.  The  unusual  events  of  that  ^y 
and  the  productive,  life-alterii^  events  of 
the  years  which  have  since  slipped  away 
so  quickly,  prompt  me  to  acknowledge 
that  I  am  not  su^rised  to  note  a  union 
then  cemented  has  lasted  for  more  than 
30  years  —  it  seemed  then  —  it  seems  now 
-  SO  RIGHT! 

Much  of  the  detail  and  circumstance  of 
our  first  meeting,  along  with  so  much  of 
the  succeeding  years  has  flooded  mv 
recollection  recently  since  my  friencl, 
Ronny  Robinson,  current  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  The  Village,  announced  Karl 
McGraw’s  retirement  decision,  effective 
March  1,  1991. 

“A  30-year  investment  of  life,  energy, 
and  devoti(m  in  this  difficult,  but  essential 
mission  cause  is  not  just  noteworthy,  but 
almost  without  parallel,”  Robinson  said  in 
his  announcement. 

‘There  is  no  substitute  for  special 
knowledge  and  wisdom  which  one  such  as 
Karl  accumulates  in  the  course  of  a 
30-year  investment  in  group  child  care 
Our  cause,  our  children,  and  tus  staff  col¬ 
leagues  will  feel  his  ab^nce,  but  we  are 
sustained  in  the  conviction  that  we  are  a 
more  ccmfident,  a  more  caring  ministry 
because  of  Karl  McGraw  and  ms  l(Mig  and 
distinguished  Village  career.” 

Residential,  group  care  of  children  is  a 
demanding  ministry.  The  needs  of  special 
children  re<]uire  total  and  unreserved 
physical,  mratal,  and  emotional  commit¬ 
ment  fay  Village  staff.  Pressures  which  in¬ 
evitably  attend  staff  commitment  exact  a 
heavy  and  debilitating  toll  upon  the  most 
stable  and  dedicated.  Despite  the  vital  im¬ 
portance  of  tenure  among  staff,  “Bum 
Out,”  to  a  degree  which  is  apparently  ever- 
increasing,  has  mandated  frequent 
changes  in  staff  identity  in  a  mission 
enterprise  which  is  described,  often  and 
accurately,  as  “an  abnormal  way  of  life” 
Ronny  Robinson  is  correct.  Thirty  years 
at  The  Children’6  V^illage  is  noteworthy. 
However,  it  must  be  recognized  and 
acknowledged  that  the  lasting  impact  of 
Karl’s  life  upon  The  Village,  its  ministry 
and  programs,  and  the  current  excellen¬ 
cy  of  its  effcHts,  is  to  be  found  in  the  storv 
of  how  he  used  those  years,  and  the  mam 
he  has  made,  for  good  and  for  God,  upon 
ttie  hearts  and  lives  of  thousands  of 
Village  boys  and  giAs  who  have  been 
blessed  by  his  friendship  and  his  genuine 


spirit  of  compassionate  concern. 

Karl  K.  McGraw  is  a  native  of  Wilkin¬ 
son  County,  Miss.,  the  son  ofThe  late  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Karl  K.  McGraw,  Sr.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Clarke  College  and  of 
Mississippi  College,  and  he  is  a  licensed 
and  orclained  Baptist  minister  of  the 
gospel.  He  was  licensed  and  ordained  in 
1950  and  subsequently  filled  pastorates  in 
Mississippi,  in  Indiana,  and  in  Kentucky, 
where  he  met  his  wife,  the  former  Nancy 
Stanger,  an  alumnus  of  Kentucky  Baptist 
Children’s  Homes.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  children,  Karl  Kenneth  (Ken) 
McGraw  and  Nancy  Kaye  McGraw,  both 
now  adult  residents  of  Jackson.  Early  in 
his  professional  experience,  Karl  was  led 
from  the  pastorate  into  the  field  of  serv¬ 
ing  children  whose  special  needs  require 
24-hour  per  day  care  outside  their  natural 
homes.  Interestingly,  before  the  births  of 
their  own  two  children,  Nancy  and  Karl, 
served  as  surrogate  and  foster  parents  to 
14  different  children  who  lived  with  them 
in  their  private  home,  in  addition  to  their 
later  years  of  staff  service  in  Kentucky 
and  at  the  Children’s  Village.  Until  the 
birth  of  their  first  child,  Nancy  worked, 
along  with  Karl  as  a  staff  member  of  Hie 
Village  in  the  capacity  of  housemother,  as 
she  did  in  Kentucky,  and  like  every  Village 
staff/spouse,  she  has  been  his  human 
strength  and  support  during  all  of  his 
working  years. 

Karl  seems  to  recall  that  I  offered  him 
the  employment  which  he  accepted  on 
that  early  February  day  in  1961  by  telling 
him  that  I  then  had  no  specific  staff 
assignment  for  him,  and  that  he  would  be 
obliged  to  perform  such  tasks  as  I  might 
refer  to  him,  from  time  to  time  In 
retrospect,  and  as  I  reflect  upon  his  in¬ 
credible  range  of  talent  and  the  major 
contributions  he  has  made  to  every  area 
of  Village  effort,  his  recollection  may  in¬ 
deed  be  accurate  Since  I  knew  little  alx)ut 
what  I  was  doing  in  early  1961, 1  cannot 
escape  the  ccHiclusion  that  I  was  being  led 
by  a  force  outside  m^lf  when  I  brought 
l6irl  McGraw  to  The  Village  ministry 
more  than  30  years  ago. 

In  recent  years,  I^rl  has  served  as 
director  of  properties  at  The  Children’s 
Village,  with  major  administrative 
author! tv  in  the  use  of  the  agency’s 
physical  assets,  including  the  care, 
maintenance,  and  improvement  of  lands 
and  buildings.  Village  facilities  under  his 
supervision  include  real  and  personal  pro- 
p^es  and  the  six  different  agency  loca¬ 
tions,  ranging  from  Bond  in  Stone  Coun¬ 
tv,  to  the  south,  to  New  Albany  and  In- 
(lependence  in  Tate  County  to  the  north. 
His  responsibilities  with  respect  to  proper¬ 
ty  have  been  recognized  by  trustees  and 
his  peers  as  ranking  among  the  most 
critical  and  different  assign^  to  Village 
staff.  In  addition,  for  many  years, 
McGraw  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
administrative  team,  that  group  of  staff 
leaders  who  coordinate,  supervise,  and 
implement  every  Village  program,  ser¬ 
vice,  and  interest.  On  two  separate  occa¬ 
sions,  he  joined,  with  these  staff  leaders 
and  selected  trustees  in  evaluating  the 
agency  and  its  programs,  preparatory  to 
the  two  recent  occasions  upon  which  The 


Village  has  achieved  national  accredita¬ 
tion  with  commendations. 

In  the  special  world  of  children,  where 
no  one  is  indispensable;  in  a  residential 
child  care  setting  where  cooperative 
teamwork  on  the  part  of  staff  is  essential ; 
it  is  difficult,  and  perhaps  impossible,  to 
isolate  co  .ribution  as  outstanding. 
Neverthelt.»s,  in  his  more  than  30  years  of 
total  involvement  in  the  life  of  The  Village 
and  its  children,  Karl  McGraw’s  quiet  and 
unassuming  response  to  countless  calls 
which  countless  Village  citizens  have 
made  upon  his  time  and  unique  talent  has 
been  so  eloquent  in  its  modesty ;  so  strik¬ 
ing  in  its  versatility;  so  singular  in  its  ef¬ 
fectiveness;  as  to  merit  recognition, 
respect,  and  appreciation. 

lb  recount  Karl  McGraw’s  years  at  The! 
Children’s  ^ 'illage,  one  must  note  that  his 
staff  titles  have  included  houseparent; 
director  oi  activities;  administrative 
assistant;  chaplain;  and  director  of  pro¬ 
perties.  From  my  perspective,  assigning 
him  to  one  express  area  always  con¬ 
stituted  a  major  problem,  because  his 
talent  and  ability  fit  him  to  perform  so  ad¬ 
mirably  in  so  many  difficult  facets  of  the 
ministry.  Virtually  every  Village  depart¬ 
ment  needed  and  requested  his 
assistance.  He  has  counseled  spiritually 
and  led  many  to  Christ;  he  has  played 
with  children  and  prayed  with  them ;  he 
has  supported  and  assisted  in  social  case 
work;  he  has  directed  a  program  of 
recreational  therapy  and  supervised 
numerous  administrative  activities;  he 
has  acted  as  The  Village  executive  in  my 
absence;  he  has  driven  choirs,  choral 
groups,  and  recreational  groups  literally 
Uiousands  of  miles  in  buses,  vans,  and 
automobiles;  he  has  preached  hundreds 
of  sermons  on  Village  campuses  and  in 
Baptist  churches  and  associational 
meetings  across  the  state;  he  has 
repaired  plumbing,  rehabilitated 
buildings,  and  grown  vegetable  gardens; 
and  he  has  CUT  HAIR! 

Virtually  without  exception.  Village 
alumni  who  return  to  scenes  of  childhood, 
frequently  remembering  little  or  perhaps 
nothing  about  their  time  as  Village 
children,  ask  for  “Mr.  McGraw,”  for  they 
do  remember,  with  affection  and 
gratitude,  his  impact  upon  their  young 
lives.  In  1977,  the  16th  annual  edition  of 
The  Village,  a  yearbook,  was  dedicated  to 
Karl.  In  part,  the  dedicatory  statement 
declared,  “—  There  is  no  area  of  our  life 
—  no  corner  of  our  institution  —  which  has 
not  been  touched  by  the  matchless  skill 
which  is  the  grace  of  his  gentle  life  — 
Nan^  and  Karl  presently  make  their 
home  in  Clinton,  but  they  are  busily  in¬ 
volved  in  bringing  a  lifetime  dream  into 
fruition  in  the  construction  of  a  country 
home  in  rural  Copiah  County.  It  is  excep¬ 
tionally  difficult  to  envision  The  Baptist 
Children’s  Village  without  Karl  McGraw 
However,  his  retirement  years  are  richl\ 
deserved;  his  place  in  The  Village's  own 
Hall  of  Fame  is  secured;  and  his  friends 
know  that  the  useful  lives  which  he  and 
Nancy  so  (luietly  exhibit  will  continue  to 
be  invested  in  the  welfare  of  children 
Paul  Nunnery  is  executive  director 
(retired).  Baptist  Children's  Village. 
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Scott  County’s  Hillsboro  Church 
organizes  Mid-East  prayer  clock 


THE  30TH  ANNIVERSARY  CELEBRATION  of  the  Singing  Churchmen  of 
Oklahoma  will  be  held  on  March  11  at  10  p.m.  following  the  second  session 
of  opening  night  at  PraiSing  II  in  Nashville,  Ttenn.  The  reunion  will  be  held 
at  Two  Rivers  Baptist  Church  located  across  the  street  from  Opryland, 
Nashville.  Formed  in  1960  as  the  brainchild  of  Gene  Bartlett,  the  church  music 
department  dTirector  at  that  time,  the  Singing  Churchmen  was  the  first  men’s 
group  of  its  kind  in  the  SBC.  The  choral  director,  from  its  inception  until  his 
recent  death  in  a  tragic  plane  crash  on  Jan.  15,  was  James  D.  Woodward. 


crements  of  10  minutes  allowing  peo-  church  have  been  affected, 
pie  to  volunteer  to  pray  each  week  At  least  two  members  are  overseas 
during  a  certain  10  minute  period  dur-  on  active  duty  —  Russell  Dugan  in  the 
ing  the  war.  Air  Force,  and  Clint  Faulkner,  son  of 

Pastor  Steve  West,  himself  a  David  and  Peggy  Walley. 
chaplain  with  the  air  guard’s  186th  But  the  small  church  could  not  get 
Tactical  Reconnaissance,  thought  up  all  1,008  slots  filled  on  its  own.  So  the 
the  idea  to  organize  the  prayer  sup-  request  for  participation  is  being 
port,  since  he  and  several  others  in  the  spread  throughout  the  state. 

,  Peggy  Walley  says  she  appreciates 

I  I  people  being  “really  supportive.’’  She 

I  »  ‘  V  1  says,  ‘They  call  saying,  ‘I’m  praying 

I  •  1  f®*’  y®®  y®*"’  s®n  ’  They  give  me 

I  .  what  I  really  need  to  get  trough.” 

‘  I  /.*'  ^  Son  Clint  is  married  to  the  former 

ll^  1  1  McNeese  of  the  Polkville  com- 

1 1  •  munity.  They  have  one  daughter, 

I  Megan  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  only 

one  week  before  dad  had  to  leave  for 
the 

Recently,  Clint  was  able  to  phone 
home  to  tell  his  mother  not  to  worry, 

V  i,. '  to  p>'®y- 

Ann  Freeman  is  a  church  member 
who  doesn’t  have  family  members  in 
the  service,  but  who  fully  supports  the 
prayer  ministry.  What  sustains  her 
“the  thought  of  those  bo^  giving  of 
B  themselves.  I  feel  prayer  is  all  power- 


LARNACA,  Cyprus  (BP)  -  TESS  OF  THOUSASDS  OF  BOOKS  produced 
by  the  Beirut,  Lebanon-based  Baptist  Publications  operation  are  being  ordered 
by  a  Christian  agency  in  Cyprus,  Southern  Baptist  worker  Frances  Fuller 
reported.  To  prepare  for  a  possible  opening  of  Middle  Eastern  countries 
formerly  closed  to  the  gospel,  the  agency  is  stockpiling  Christian  literature 
so  its  personnel  will  be  ready  to  respond  after  the  Persian  Gulf  war. 


.■VIILITARY  MAGAZINE  —  MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  The  development 
of  a  Southern  Baptist  military  magazine  designed  to  meet  the  spiritual  and 
personal  needs  of  military  personnel  received  overwhelming  endorsement 
from  state  Brotherhood  leadership.  During  their  annual  meeting  with  the 
Brotherhood  Commission  staff,  David  Langford,  director  of  North  Carolina 
Baptist  Men,  read  the  following  statement  from  state  Brotherhood  leaders : 
“We  affirm  the  concept.  It  is  right.  God  has  opened  the  window  of  opportuni¬ 
ty  at  this  time.” 

In  a  demonstration  of  their  support,  state  Brotherhood  leaders  pledged 
$21,000  to  produce  a  pilot  issue. 


REUGIOUS  EDL'C.ATIOS  IK  SOL  THERK  BAPTIST  CHURCHES  TO  BE 
MEETIKG  TOPIC  —  A  celebration  luncheon  honoring  the  40th  anniversary 
of  the  Historical  Commission  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  will  be  held 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  April  22-24.  A  workshop  will  also  be  offered  to  persons 
Interested  in  learning  how  to  document  religious  life  through  oral  history.  For 
further  information,  contact  the  Historical  Commission,  SBC,  901  Commerce 
Street,  Suite  400,  Nashville.  TN  37203-3630,  or  call  (615)  244-0344. 


SV  T  agreeing  to  pray, 

T  volunteers  conunit  themselves  to  that 

each  week  for  the  duration  or  un- 

'  i  '  .  til  they  ask  to  be  taken  off  the  list. 

says  that  volunteers  are  being 
asked  to  pray  s^ifically  for  the  safe- 
ty  ®f  the  allied  troops,  peace  in  the 
wlHiHi  Middle  East,  for  the  leaders,  and  for 
the  Iraqi  people. 

Hillsboro  Churoh  members  (from  left  to  right)  Ann  Freeman,  Pastor  Steve  West,  About  one-fourth  of  the  clock  is  fiU- 
and  Peggy  Walley  check  on  the  schedule  for  the  copyrogatiaa's  grayer  clock.  ed,  mostly  by  church  and  communi¬ 
ty  supporters.  'That  means  there  are 

_ _  yet  some  openings  —  especially  be- 

^  tween  the  hours  of  mid^ght  and  4 

a.m. 

A  person  can  pray  anywhere  he  or 
she  happens  to  be,  says  West. 

“If  we  fill  this  —  in  N^issif^i  there 
is  not  one  minute  that  does  not  have 
someone  praying,”  says  West. 

Those  interest^  in  participating  — 
taking  one  or  more  slots  —  contact 
Steve  West,  pastor,  at  625-7225. 

Nicholas  is  director,  office  of  com¬ 
munication,  MBCB. 


CHORAL  ENSEMBLES  of  the  Mississippi  College  Department  of  Music 
will  be  presented  in  annual  spring  concert  on  March  5,  at  8:15  p.m.  in  the 
Howard  E.  Spell  Auditorium  of  Provine  Chapel.  Admission  is  free  and  the 
public  is  invited. 


ATLANTA  (BP)— A  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  ofrthe  adnctity  of  life  set 
phones  ringing  incessantly  at  the  Home  Mission  Board's  office  for  alternatives 
to  abortion  ministries.  All  quarterlies  produced  by  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  featured  a  lesson  on  the  sanctity  of  life  Jan.  20.  That  lesson  prompted 
a  flurry  of  phone  calls  to  the  HMB,  said  Sylvia  Boothe,  director  of  alternatives 
to  abortion  ministries.  7b  the  old  saying  that  “the  phone  rang  off  the  wall" 
could  be  added  a  modern  corollary,  “and  the  answering  machine  ran  out  of 
tape." 


Devotional 


_  one  more  round 

GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.  ( EP)  -  THE  REVISED  VERSION  of  the  Zcmder- 
van  book  Armageddon.  Oil,  and  the  Middle  East  has  as  many  copies  in  print 

after  six  weeks  as  the  original  version  sold  in  10  years.  First  published  in  1974,  By  S.  M.  Henriques  Jr. 

John  F.  Walvoord’s  book  on  biblical  prophecy  sold  508,500  before  being  declared  “Therefore,  my  brothers,  you  whom  I  love  and  long  for,  my  joy  and  crown, 
out  of  print  in  1984.  The  newly-revised  edition  has  550,000  copies  in  print.  Many  that  is  how  you  should  stand  firm  in  the  Lord,  dear  friends!  ”  ( Philippians 
of  tho^  copies  have  been  distributed  as  a  premium  item  by  the  Billy  Graham  4.-1,  NIV). 

Evangelistic  Association.  Champion  prizefighter  James  Corbett  once  said,  “When  your  feet  are  so 

tired  that  you  have  to  shuffle  back  to  the  center  of  the  ring,  fight  one  more 
round.  When  your  arms  are  so  tired  that  you  can  hardly  lift  your  guard,  fight 
one  more  rbund.  When  you  wish  your  opponent  would  put 
you  to  sleep,  fight  one  more  round.  The  man  who  fights  one 
more  round  is  neyer  whipped.” 

^That’s  good  advice,  whether  you  are  a  student,  a  mother 
with  fra)^  nerves,  a  corporate  executive,  a  single  parent 
trying  to  make  ends  meet,  a  blue-collar  worker  —  or  a 
Christian.  Deep  down  we  really  want  to  live  for  Jesus,  but 
somehow  we  haven’t  quite  lived  up  to  that  desire  Life  has 
thrown  us  into  a  boxing  ring  against  a  formidable  opponent, 
and  we  feel  sometimes  as  if  we  are  being  constantly  knock¬ 
ed  off  our  feet. 

Henriques  What  Christian  has  not  felt  that  way?  Yet  those  times  of 
spiritual  exhaustion  are  the  very  times  when  we  can  hear 
the  Holy  Spirit  say,  “Don’t  give  up!  Stand  firm  in  the  Lord!  Fight  one  more 
round!”  We  get  up,  dust  off,  and  once  again  point  ourselves  in  the  direction 
of  (Christ.  Elasy?  Not  on  your  life!  Fighting  one  more  round,  or  standing  firm 
in  the  Lord,  is  not  something  we  do  naturally. 

He  didn’t  use  those  exact  words,  but  “fight  one  more  round”  is  essentially 
the  advice  Paul  gave  to  the  Christians  at  Philippi.  The  values  of  their  age 
and  culture  constantly  pulled  at  the  basic  commitments  these  early  Chris¬ 
tians  had  made  to  Jesus.  If  they  were  to  remain  vibrant  witnesses  for  Jesus, 
they  were  going  to  have  to  fight  back  at  the  influences  which  would  pull  them 
away  from  him.  |  . 

Since  we  are  really  not  all  tllat  different,  we  would  certainly  benefit  from 
’earning  to  “fight  one  more  round”  in  our  spiritual  pilgrimages.  Spiritual 
MUSLIM  REVIVAL  IN  U.S.S.R.,  LEADER  SAYS  —  TASHKENT,  U  S  S  R,  growth  comes  in  spurts  for  most  of  us.  Sometimes  it  seems  as  though  we  are 
—  A  Soviet  Muslim  leader  said  an  Islamic  revival  is  under  way  in  the  Soviet  making  little  pi^ress,  if  any  at  all.  We  get  impatient  with  God  and  wth 
Union.  Muhammad  Sadiq  Muhammad  Yusef,  the  mufti  of  Tashkent,  said  ourselves  when  it  seems  that  we  have  not  advanced  any  further  in  the  time 
'Islam  is  growing  as  all  religions  gain  more  freedom  in  the  Soviet  Union.  But  we’ve  known  Christ. 

he  added  that  Christianity  is  growing  faster,  and  he  expressed  a  desire  to  pro-  Frequently  there  comes  a  time  when  the  most  af^ropriate  thing  to  do  is 
mote  Christian- Muslim  understanding.  The  mufti,  who  heads  the  Religious  to  put  down  the  boxing  gloves,  especially  when  we  are  talking  about  relation- 
Board  for  Muslims  of  Central  Asia  and  Kazakhstan,  said  Soviet  Muslims  are  ships.  But  when  it  comes  to  living  for  Christ  in  a  pure,  holy,  and  exemplary 
building  mosques  and  publishing  books,  and  that  1,500  Muslim  pilgrims  fashion,  let  us  never  fail  to  fight  one  more  round. 

Journeyed  to  Mecca  in  1990.  S.  M.  Henriques  Jr.  is  pastor  of  Hillcrest  Church,  Jackson. 


The  worst  kind  of  car  trouble  is 
when  the  engine  won’t  start  and  the 
payments  won’t  stop.  —  The  Miami 
Springs  (Fla.)  Home  News 


JESUS  TOPS  SOVIET  OPINION  POLL  -  MOSCOW  —  Jesus  Christ  is  a 
name  that  will  be  “of  great  importance  to  the  peoples  of  the  U.S.S.R.  in  the 
year  2000,"  according  to  58  percent  of  the  1,361  people  responding  to  a  recent 
national  poll  in  the  Soviet  Union.  The  late  scientist  and  human-rights  cham¬ 
pion  Andrei  Sakharov  was  picked  by  48  percent  of  respondents,  Lenin  by  36 
percent,  Mikhail  Gorbachev  by  26  percent  and  Stalin  by  9  percent,  Keaton 
News  Service  reported. 

SPANISH  BAPTISTS  OPEN  OLYMPIC  OFFICE  —  BARCELONA,  Spain 
—  Spanish  Baptists  already  are  preparing  for  the  1992  Summer  Olympics  to 
be  held  in  Barcelona,  Spain.  Th^  have  opened  an  office  in  the  city  and  are 
planning  ministries  including  hospitality  centers  and  evangelistic  outreach. 


CHRISTIAN  BOOKS  ON  SALE  AT  SOVIET  NEWSSTANDS  -  MOSCOW 
—  Christian  books,  newspapers,  magazines,  and  tracts  are  being  sold  in  kiosks 
and  bookstores  throughout  the  Soviet  Union,  according  to  European  Baptist 
Press  Service.  “People  have  nothing  to  read  in  the  religious  field,  and  they 
want  to  know  many  things  about  Christianity,"  explained  Valery  Trishkin, 
editor  of  “Christian  Life,"  a  Baptist  monthly. 
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